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PREFACE 


Am experimentally convinced, that the 
laying often repeated by ſome Modern 
Philoſophers of the Mendicant Sect, 

That we all know our Beginning, but none of 
us our End, eſpecially the latter Part of it 
contains a great deal of Truth. I had 
approached near the Meridian of a Man's 
Age without a Thought of employing the 
Preſs about any Production of mine, my 
Pen being, I thank Providence, engaged 
for the greateſt Part of my Time in a Way 
more uſeful to my ſelf, and leſs trouble- 
ſome to the World, and my leifure Hours 
having been but too much addicted to 

_ Eaſe and Pleaſure. 
But at that critical JunQure, when a Set 
of Men, by a complicated Series of Ma- 
nagement naturally to be expected from 
their Party and Principles, had juſtly a- 
larmed both their Soveraign, (as I hope 
I may now call her) and the greater and 
better 
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better Part of their Fellow Subjects, and 
provoked their united Endeavaurs to free 
themſelves from the Shackles they had juſt 
Reaſon to apprehend, were preparing for 
the Prerogative of the one, and the Liber- 
ties of the other, (which notwithſtanding 
the new Schemes of our Modern Politi- 
cians, muſt in this Kingdom always ſtand 
and fall together) and to preſerve the 
Conſtitution in Church and State then vi- 
ſibly threatned,whilſt the other were uſing 
even. more than their accuſtomed Dih- 
gence, and employing all their Engines, 
both at Rome and Abroad, to maintain 
the Power they had fo much abuſed, and 
the Reputation they had as juſtly forfeited, 
I thought I could not make better Uſe of 
a few Days, in a time of Vacancy from 
my , more 1mmediate Concerns, than in 


Compoling the Firſt Part of this Trifle, . 


which now begins to ſwell to the Size of 
a Book. | 

The Party ſeemed then to me like a 
Man upon his Tryal, in great Danger of 
being Caſt, and only hoping to Eſcape, by 
bringing Witneſſes to his Reputation: 
Theſe appeared in great Numbers, moſt of 
them of his own Gang, with a ſmall Sprink- 
ling of well- meaning Men among them: 
It was indeed confeſt, That the Criminal 
had been Tried and Convicted about Fifty 


Years before, but being graciouſly _ 
| 13 ne 


PREFACE. 


ned then, was an honeſt Man in the Eye 
of the Law, and they gave a very fair 
Account of him, that he had ever fince 
Behaved himſelf like a peaceable Neigh- 
bour. | | 75 
Tho? I was not ſummoned for the Queen, 
I thought it my Duty to appear, and give 
what Account I could of Calprit. I did 
not queſtion but I could -prove, that he 
was as great a Rue as ever, that he 
had made very ill Uſe of his Pardon, nor 
was ever known to Repent of his Crime, 
but followed his old Courſes ever ſince, 
neglecting no Opportunity of Perpretrating 
the ſame Wickedneſs over again: That he 
had been ſeveral times ſince Tried and 
Condemned for Attempts of the ſame Na- 
ture; from which he had no Way to clear 
himſelf, but by Impudeatly arraigning the 
Juſtice of the Court ; and thar he had 
committed ſeveral Facts no leſs Notorious, 
for which, tho? he had eſcaped without 
Puniſhment or Cenſure, yer his Guilr 
was not the leſs Apparent. 
With this Deſign was the Firſt Part of 
_ theſe Papers undertaken, to ſhew That the 
Diſſenters, with their Underſtrappers and 
Auxilliaries, by whatſoever Name diſtin- 
gui ſh'd, have been all along the ſame Men, 
that they have made their Attacks againſt 
the Legal Conſtitution, Civil and Eccle- 
fiaſtical, in the ſame regular Manner, and 
A 2 have 
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have.conſtantly exerted their utmoſt En- 
_ deavours toOverturnand Ruin both, which 
. conſidering their malicious Induſtry, and 
the remiſſneſs of the Defendants, there is 


ſtill Reaſon to apprehend, they may ſome 
time or other, unfortunately Accompliſh, 


unleſs ſome further Fortifications be added 


for our Security and Defence. 


When I ſay, they have made their At- 


tacks in the ſame regular Manner, I do not 


mean that it has been always with equal 


Vigour, they have not always been fur- 
niſhed with Ammunition for their Batte- 
ries, Proviſions for their Troops, or Tools 
for their. Pioneers, yet we have never been 
ſafe from them; Mount tua has not al- 
ways Fuel to feed its Flames, and throw 
Deſtruction over the neighbouring Plains, 
yet the Inhabitants there do not think 


themſelves out of Danger. A Man in an 


intermitting Fever cannot be ſaid to be in 
Health, between the Paroxyſms; but the 
wiſe Phyſician takes that Opportunity to 
Adminiſter his Specifick, when Nature is in 
the leaſt Hurry and Diſorder; whether 
this be not a proper Seaſon, and ſomething 
like the Remedy rejected about Seven Years 
ſince, be not the only Quinquina to Cure 
our National Diſtemper, I ſhall leave to 
the Conſideration of the Legiſlative, our 
only true State-Phylician, and return to 
my Purpole. | 
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I at firſt reſolved to confine my ſelf to 
the Reign of K Charles II. I thought 
to take an earlier Riſe was altogether 
Needleſs, being only Actum agere: But the 
Ideas of thoſe: happy Times being gene- 
rally taken from the leuwd Libels and 


Lampoons which were then publiſhed, by 
a Party, to aſſiſt in carrying on their am 
pious Deſigus, and for the good Servipe 
they had done, have been ſince with great 
Induſtry, not only revived and collected 
into Volumes, for their better Preſerva- 
tion, to Poiſon the Preſent Age; but leſt; 
they ſhould Periſh, have been Incorporated 
or Abridged by our late Impartial. Hſſto- 
rians, into thoſe more durable Works itt- 
tended for the Uſe and Information of 
Poſterity; and theſe ſcandalous: Pieces ha- 
ving gain'd a, Credit, and had a Currency: 
ſtamp'd upon them by the Etrors and Mis- 
fortunes of the Prince who next ſucceeded, 
(which perhaps, if well conſider'd, would 
have a contrary Effect) they have _ 
been taken by Conſent without any Exa- 
mination-of their intrinſic Value, inſomucli 
that there is no Period of Time, even in 
the moſt remote Ages, wherein the Light 
of Truth is more obſcured by the Clouds 
of Error and Falſhoo |, 

To look on the Picture of the Reign of 
that good King, (for ſo I was taught to 
think him in my Infancy, and I could ne- 
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ver: find Reaſonto alter my Opinion ſince) 
as they have drawn it, nothing can be 


 more:Deforgrd and Monſtrous; they have 


dreſsd him up juſt as the Spauiſb Inqui- 
fition adora the unfortunate Wretch they 
have doomꝰd to the Flames, and with the 
ſame Iutent too: Tyranny and Arbitrary 
Power, Popery, Slavery, Perſecution and 


Oppreſſion, are Painted like ſo many fright- 
fub little Devils, all over the Coat, they put 


upon him, to poſſeſs the Weak and Igno- 
rant, that he was as very a Scarecrow as 
chey repreſent him, and thereby juſtify the 
Wage they gave him 
How little he deſerved thoſe hideous 
Characters, and eſpecially from that un- 
grateful Party, many now alive do very 
well remember; and to others it will ap- 
pear, by the flight Sketch I have given of 
the Affairs in his Reign, which yet I hope 
bears a more true Reſemblance than is any 
where elſe to be met with in ſo narrow a 
G ww. ane 

How ſoon the deteſtable old Cauſe, 
which ſeem' d to expire at the return of 
Monarchy and Loyalty, recovered it's Vi- 
gour, after a Gracious Ac of Oblivion; 
how ſoon the warm' d Serpents endeavour'd 
to Sting their BenefaCtors ; what Plots and 
Contrivances were ſet on Footy which ob- 
liged the Government to put Reftraints 
upon them, not to force their — 
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but to ſecure the Public Peace; what Cor* 
reſpondences were carried on in Holland 
to bring over a Revolution from thence; 
even from the Year 1663. throughout that 
Reign; to which wicked Purpoſe, all the 
Noiſe of Fears and Jealoufies was raiſed, 
as Juglers engage People's Eyes, to impoſe 
on their Underſtandings; how the King 
was diſtreſſed, and the Public Affairs clog'd 

and obſtruQed by them, and the Blame 
laid on thoſe who did not deſerve it; what 
Uſe they made of their Power when ever 
they were truſted; till his Majeſty, having 
by a peculiar Dexterity, extricated himſelf; 
when Shaftesbury was fo ſure of Succeſs, 
that he infolently Boaſted, he would Walk 
him leifurely out of his Dominions ; and 
having defeated" their laſt Effort, and re- 
turned it on their own Heads, thereby ſe- 
cured the ſhort Remainder of his Life in 
Peace and Safety, I have had but juſt room 
ta Touch upon: But if ever thoſe Affairs 
come to be —_ from their dark Originals, 
and followed through the ſecret Mazes of 
Iniquity, and their private Receſſes ex- 
poſed to the public View: I cannot bur 
think it will diſcloſe ſuch Scenes of Villany 
as muſt attoniſh the Preſent Age, and be 
the Deteſtation of all to come; bur for 
this we muſt wait till another Clarendon 
can be found, who with equal Abilities, no 
leſs Candor and Sincerity, and as perfect 
=p A 4 an 
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an Infight into his Matter, ſhall have Lei- 
ſure and Opportunity to Accompliſh ſo 
uſeful an Undertaking. . . 
As to my ſelf, being Deſtitute of the Helps 
and Advantages neceſſary to furniſh out 
any Thing that might claim the Title of 
a Hiſtory, and only carried on by a ſincere 
Love of Truth, I was content to move 
in a much narrower Sphere, and to give 
only a brief Relation of the Carriage of 
the Whiggs in that Reign, from the Public 
Hiſtories and Accounts of thoſe Times, 
which are my Vouchers, and where they 
left me, I choſe rather to be Silent, than 
to deal in Anecdotes or Secret Hiſtories, 
which I always look'd on as too Suſpicious, 
at leaſt to be made uſe of in a Work of 
this Nature. | 9 
And here I intended to have drop'd the 
Curtain, as I had my Reaſons to begin no 
farther. backwards; I had others more 
Powerful to leave off there; the Tranſacti- 
ons ſince ſeem'd too tender to be touch'd 
with that Freedom which ought to accom- 
pany him who appears in the Cauſe of 
Truth; and thoſe Occurrences being more 
within the compaſs of Memory, I thought 
tolay down my Pen, and leave it to others 
better qualified,to publiſh their Sentiments 
of thote Matters at a more convenient 


Seaſon. 


But ſome Time ſince an unknown Per- 
| ſan 
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ſon bringing to the Bookſeller, to whom I 
gave my Copy, a Bundle of Papers, Inti- 
tuled, 4 Second Part of the Caveat,&c. which 
he would not ſuffer to be ſeen without firſt 
agreeing fora Price, and the Times ſeem- 
ing better able to bear the Truth, I was pre- 
vail'd with to go on with it my ſelf, which 
when I firſt undertook, I reſolv'd to paſs 
very lightly over the uatortunate Reign of 
K. James, if not to leave it in a total Si- 
lence ; but, on farther Thoughts, I ſo much 
alter'd my Deſign, as to be more Particu- 
lar there than I was in the Firſt Part; my 
Reaſons, for which Alteration I muſt ſub- 
mit to the Public, who-are now my Judges. 

In the firſt Place I thought that Omiſſion 
would make too great a Chaſm in the 
Piece, and break the Thread I intended to 
pur ſue, that my Silence might be taken ſor 


à Confe ſſion of the Inconveniencies which 


they pretend were introduc'd by the Tory 
Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, and a tacit 
Acknowledgment of the Merit of the 
Whiggs in lending their Aſſiſtance to bring 
about the Revolution, which reſtor'd the 


| Liberties of the People, and of their boaſted 


Sagacity, whereby, as they cleanly ex- 
—.— is it they Could {mel a — 
off, which others could not do till it was in 
their Mouths. Gowns, WAY 
But if the Fox made the Stink he diſco- 
ver'd, we have more Rea ſon to * = 
a 
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Tail than to commend his Noſe ; if there 


was an Underſtanding between the For- 
tune-Teller and the Pick- Pocket, they both 
deſerv'd the ſame Reward. That the 
Breaches made by K. James the Second in 
the Conſtitution, laid his People under a 
Neceſſity of making a Stand, in Defence of 
their Liberties and Religion, and that all 
Parties, except the Papifts, were concern'd 
in the Revolution, is readily acknowledg'd, 
yet the Motives and Principles, whereon 
each Party proceeded, and the Parts they 

ated were undoubtedly very different. 
The Tories ſhare in it was juſt, becauſe 
it was neceſſary, when the National Con- 
ftitution ſeem'd decayed and broken, and 
mortal Symptoms begun to appear, they 
could not be blamed for doing any Thing 
which might conduce to its Cure and Pre- 
ſer vation; the Diſeaſe was deſperate, and 
required a deſperate Medicine: But if the 
Nation was deſignedly reduced to thoſe 
Extremities, thoſe who were Inſttumental 
in it ought to be accurſed to all future Ge- 
nerations ; for tho? the Remedy fucceeded 
beyond Expectation, yet there was more 
than a bare Poſſibility, that it might have 
fall'd, and it might have dried the Bones 
and Marrow of our Poſterity. If I had the 
Misfortune to be Poiſon'd, I'Thould Blefs 
the Healing Hand which kindly brought 
an Antidote; but if Cornelius a Tilburg 
ſhould 


Nes 

ſhould give me a Secret Doſe in a Glaſs of 
Wine to try the Succeſs of his Orvietan, 
when I was juſt expiring, I ſhould owe him 
but very little Thanks for the Favour, 
1 édoubt this was too much the Cafe, 
which I leave to the Judgment of thoſe 
who peruſe the Account I have given of 
the Tranſactions in that Reign, whereby it 
will appear, that the Behaviour of the 
Whiggs, or at leaſt the diſſenting Part of 
them, from the beginning to the end of 
that Affair, was Baſe, Treacherous, and 
Ungrateful. Sin 
For theſe Twenty Years laſt paſt, it has 
lain as a Reflection upon the Tories, That 
their Slaviſh Doctrines of Paſhve Obedience 
encouraged that unhappy Prince to take 
thoſe fatal Mea ſures which ruinꝰ'd him as ſoon 
as he but touch'd their Copyhold. This has 
been fo generally affirmed by the Whiggs, 
with their uſual Modeſty and Veracity, 
that it has met with little Contradiction, 
which yet is ſo falſe, that if it were poſſi- 
ble for a Whigg to Bluſh, he would be 
aſhamed of it. The Divines of the Church 
of England, poſſeſs'd with a juſt Abhor- 
rence of thoſe pernicious Opinions, which 
had brought fo much Ruin and Bloodſhed 
on theſe Nations, did indeed preach Obe- 
dience and Submiſſion to the Higher Pow- 
ers in the full Extent, and in the ſame in- 
definite Terms in which they found it in 

| Holy 
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Holy Writ ſuitable to the meek Spirit of the 
Goſpel; and being well acquainted with 
the Nature and Paſſions of Men, they did 
not think fit to deſcribe any Caſes wherein 
Reſiſtance might be Lawful,any more than 
Drunkenneſs, Adultery, or Murder, which are 
not of a higher Nature, or more prejudicial 
to Society, they left it to the nicer Caſuiſts, 
the Whiggs, to compute how many Acts of 
Oppreſſion amounted to a total Subverſion, 
and to fix the Point where Submiſſion to 
the Higher Powers ceaſeth to be a Virtue, 
and becomes unlawful and diſhonourable : 
But they did not imagine theſe general In- 
junctions made any Alceration in human 
Laws and Conſtitutions ; ſo that we find, 
the Tory Parliament, Biſhops, Clergy, and 
others, freely remonſtrating to the King, 


every Breach he made upon them, which 


honeſt Firmneſs giving him no Hopes from 
them, he choſe rather to deal with the more 
compliant Diſſenters, who wheedled him on 
through all the Invaſions he made on the 
Liberties and Religion of the Nation, till 
py Fiddled him into the Gulph of his 
Deſtruction, as they ſay, The Devil did 

the Children at Halberſtadt. F 
But had they behav'd themſelves, with 
the ſame plain Honeſty as the others did, 
the King cou'd not have carried things ſo 
far, and then a quaint Set of Notions, 
which they ſince. call Revolution Princi- 
= Lord þ ples, 
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ples, had been ſpoil'd and render'd uſeleſs; 
What they mean by them, I confeſs 1 
am ignorant, I am ſure the Revolution 
was enter*dinto upon very different Max- 
ims, and if we may judge of thoſe which 
the Whiggs proceeded on, by their Actions, 
if Lies and Calumny, Hypocriſy and Trea- 
chery, Falſehood and Ingratitude, were 
made uſe of, as the Steps towards it, if in 
its Accompliſhment, it was attended with 
breach of Oaths public or private Faith, or 
any other Relative Ties. I hopetherenever 
was, nor ever will be a Set of Principles 
. publickly own'd, even by the Jeſuits them- 
ſelves, whereby any ot theſe can be ſup- 
ported. And if 4 will reduce their 
Principles to one, their grand Doctrine of 
Reſiſtance or Rebellion, for there is no 
Difference between them, but in the Suc- 
ceſs, I hope the pernicious Conſequences 
of that, are already ſufficiently known and 
deteſted. | 

I wou'd not have it thought, that any 
thing here written, is intended to caſt any 
Reflexion on the Revolution it ſelf, which 
was undoubtedly of the utmoſt Neceſſity 
at that Time, nor cou'd any other Way 
have been taken, when Matrers were 
brought to ſuch Extremities, but that the 
Conſtitution wou'd have receiv'd a greater 
Shock and Alteration than it did; and as 


the Felicity we now enjoy, under the _ | 
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of Queen's, is a Part of the happy Conſe- 
deen it, every true Britian ought to 


o his utmoſt in his Station, to ſupport and 


defend it. | 
For if thoſe who labour'd fo long for a 


Revolution, before the Date of any of the 
Greivances complain'd of, in the Prince of 
Orange's Declaration, are for that, no more 
to be reputed Friends to the Nation, than 
he who by giving me a Kick, and thereby 
ſhou'd chance to break an Impoſthume. 
Thoſe, if any ſuch there be, who linger af. 
ter a Re-Revolution, to throw theſe King. 
doms back into that Diforder and Confu- 
fion with which ſuch a Misfortune muſt 
be introduc'd, are certainly its Enemies, 
if they think any of the Means uſed to 
bring about the Revolution, will not bear 
the Teſt of the ſtrict Rules of Honour or 
Juſtice. I wou'd only recommend a 
Maxim of the Civil Law to them, which 


tells us, Malta impediunt Matrimonium con- 


trahend um que nom deſtruunt contractam, and 
with very good Reaſon, for the breaking 
ſuch Marriages wou'd even deſtroy the 
chief End of Marriage, and introduce the 
Confuſion which it is intended to prevent: 
Nay the Phyſicians tell us, that even, Ma- 
lum bene poſitum non movendum eſt, and if ſo 
great a Regard be had to the Eaſe and Qui- 
et of ſingle Bodies and private Families, 


how much more Care ought to be taken 
to 


\ 
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to preſerve the Peace, Tranquility and 
Happineſs of aggregare. Bodies, and that 
larger Family the public Socicty ? The Di- 
ſturbance whereof, every individual Perſon 
mult in fome Meaſure be ſenſible oj. 

The Providence of God in diſpoſing King- 
doms, is as unſearchable as in the reſt of his 


Works: Let us leave that to his Divine 


Wiſdom; let us not be like Spencer's vain 
Giant, who wou'd undertake to meaſure 
and weigh the Sea and Earth, to regulate 
the Incroachments they had mutually made, 
and reduce each to its primary Bounds. 
The Good of Society, if it be not the ſole, 
is one of the chief Ends of Government, 
and it's better that one Man ſhou'd ſuffer 
than a Nation; for my Part, I am fatisfied 
that all the RomanCatholic Branches ofthe 
Royal Line are legally incapacitated from 
ſucceeding to the Crown, and if there were 
no other Reaſon for that Excluſion, beſides 
the Umbrage it wou'd give the Party, I 
have made the Subject of theſe Papers, and 
the Advantages they wou'd take to carr 

on their Deſigns, which God be thank'd 


they have not yet been able to bring to Per- 


fection, even that wou'd be no ſmall Ar- 

gument for it. is OI 
There is no Engliſhman but muſt allow, 

that the King or Queen with the Lords 


and the Repreſentative of the Commons, 


bave Power to alter and limit the Succeſ- 
ſion; 
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fion ; and he that will not own that the 
Conſtituent Parts of the Legiſlative have 
been exiſtent ſince the Revolution, deſerves 
to-periſh by thoſe Laws, under which he 
enjoys his Protection, and at the ſame rate 
of Arguing, may reduce the Statute Book, 
to the Volume of the New Teſtament ; nor 
ought we, conſidering all things, to be 
more ſolicitous about the Pretenſions of 
any who may ſeem to be prejudic'd by 


the preſent Limitation, than in reviving 


the Claims of the Lineal Heir of the 
Plantagenets or Edward the Confeſſor. 1 


 wou'd give theſe Arguments a larger 


Scope, but that I have detain'd the Reader 
too long already, therefore that we may 
never want a Succeſſion of Princes of 
the Proteſtant Religion, according to the 
preſent Settlement, to fit on the Throne of 
Great Britain, and that we may never more 
have Occaſion for Revolutions or Re-Revo- 
lutions is my hearty Prayer, and as there is 
but one Misfortune we yet feel, from the 
laſt I mean, War, which has all along been e- 
ſteem'd one of che Scourges of the Omnipo- 
tent, and this heavy expenſive War we 
have been 20 Years engag'd in, having 
drain'd the Vitals of the Nation by the Ex- 
nce of 100 Millions of Money and a Pro- 
tuſion of Blood not to be compured, I pray 
God that it may ſpeedily end in a happy 
and a laſting Peace, and 1 hope every ho- 
* 


neſt Engliſhman will ſay Amen. 
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AVING in the former Part of theſe 

Sheets attended one Monarch to his 

Grave, from, the Time of his happy 

| Reſtoration to the Crown of his Anceſtors, of 
which, with it's juſt Prerogatives, he died quietly 
poſſeſs d, notwithſtanding all the Craft, Force 
and Malice of the perpetual Enemies to him and 
his Family; it may not be improper now, to take 
a View of their Behaviour ſince the time of his 


Deceaſe. 
ot B Imme- 
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Immediately after which, his leſs fortunate 
Brother King James Il. mounted the Throne ; 
the Morning of his Reiga diſcover'd no Prog- 
noſticks of the Storms and Tempeſts which fol- 
low'd, but ſeem'd every way to Promiſe a calm 
and proſperous Seaſon :.As to himſelf, what he 
wanted of his Brother's Parts, was amply made 
up- hy. Application and Induſtry : He was paſt 
the Meridian of his Age, in the former Part of 
which, as he had too early Occaſions to look in- 
to the Genius of Foreign Courts; ſo his riper 
Years afforded him but too many Opportuni- 
ties of Underſtanding that of the People he was 
to Govern: He was of a Martial Temper, and 
had given many Proofs of his Courage and Abili- 
ties that Way, both by Sea and Land: He per- 
fetly underſtood the Affairs of the Navy, the 
Strength and Glory of this Kingdom: He was 
Temperate. and Frugal, à ꝓrudent Manager of 
his Treaſute, a kind Husba nd, and an indulgent 
Father; and, till His later Days, eſteemed a 
ſtrict Obſerver of his Word. 

The Chief of the adverſe Faction was dead in 
Holland, others had met with their due Rewards 
here, and the reſt of their Forces were intirely 
ſcatter'd and broken, as we have already ſeen; 
the Corporatious had been well garbled, and the 
Government of the Counties, as well Civil as 
Military, and other publick Employments, en- 
truſted in Loyal Hands; ſo that he, who but a 
while ſince was not only to have been excluded 
from his Right of Succeſſion, but proſeribed and 
baniſn'd from his Native Soil, found himfelf 
peaceably poſſeſs'd of the Crown in the Mo- 
ment it defcended to him, and was proclaimed 
King with a more uniyerſal Joy and * 
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than the Loſs of a Predeceſſor, ſo well beloved 
by the People, left room to expect. | 
The firſt Speech he made as King, the Day 
his Brother died, ſtill raiſed the Hopes of a 
happy Reign. The Council being aſſembled, he 


told them, That ſince it had pleaſed God to Place- 


him in that Station, and that he mas now to ſuc- 
ceed ſo gracious a King, as well as ſo kind 4 Bro- 


ther, he thought fit to declare to them, That he 


would endeavour to follow his Example, and eſpe- 
cially in that of his great Clemency and Tenderneſs 
to bis People : That tho he had been reported to be 
a Man for Arbitrary Power, (which was not the 
only Story had been made of him) yet he was reſol- 
ved to make in his' Endeavour to preſerve the Ga- 
' vernment (both in Church and State, as it was then 
eftabliſhed by Law: That he knew the Principles of 
the Church of England were for Monarchy, and 
that the Members of it had ſhewn themſelves good 
and loyal SubjelFs, therefore he would always take 
Care to Defend and Support it. That be knew the 
Laws of England were ſufficient to make the King 
as great a Monarch as he could wiſh. And as he 


wonld never depart from the juſt Rights and Prero- 


gatives of the Crown, ſo he would never invade any 


Man's Property; concluding, That as he had often 
theretofore ventured his Life in the Defence of the 
' Nation, ſo he would fill go as far as any Man in 
Preſerving it in all it's juſt Rights and Liberties. 

I cannot but have the Charity to believe, that 
theſe were his genuine Thoughts and ſincere In- 
tentions at that time; and as no Priace could 
expreſs himſelf more to the Satisfaction of his 
People; ſo no People could reaſonably expect 
more frqm their Prince, from whom ſo well 


qualified and ſo well inclined, they had good 
B 2 Ground: 
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Grounds to hope for a Return of thoſe happy 
Days their Anceſtors had enjoyed under the beſt 
of his Predeceſſors, among whom he had un- 
doubredly been placed in our Hiſtories, had he 
perſiſted in theſe juſt Sentiments, and not ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be miſled” by thoſe who indu- 
ſtriouſly ſought his Ruin, under the ſpecious Co- 
lour of advancing the Cauſe of God in that.of 
the Religion he had the Misfortune to profeſs. 
During the Reign of his Brother, by his Ad- 
vice, and for his own latereſt, he had forborn 
to own himſelf publickly of the Romiſh Perſua - 
ſion, nor had he ever been convi't of it, (fo 
that the Excluſion Bill could have no legal Foun- 
dation) he had indeed been charged with it, and 
had brought Actions thereupon, and recovyer'd 
Damages, tho not proportionate to the Ha- 
Zzard of a Crown, yet too much above the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Defendants, which was done 
only in Terrorem, being generouſly forgiven by 
him. 5 
- But now he came to the Crown, he thought 
it beneath him to prevaricate with God and 
Man in an Affair of that Conſequence ; the Sun- 
day after his Brother's Death, he went openly to 
Maſs, which was a ſurpriſing Stroke to ſome 
who' did not before believe it, and was laid 
hold of by his Enemies to his Diſadvantage ; 
| yer this fair Dealing could caſt no Blot on his 
Honour, whatever it did on his Politics; ſo 
that had he been content with the Exerciſe of 
his own Religion, and not broke in upon that 
which was legally Eſtabliſh'd, he might yet have 
reigned the happieſt of his Race. 


Not 
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Not that I imagine, if his Reign had con- 

tinued ever ſo prudent or gentle, it would have 
been free from the Attacks of the Faction; on 
the contrary, I am perſuaded, That if Trajan 
or Antoninus had return'd from the Dead, nay, 
had an Angel been ſent from Heaven, to go- 
vern them, with the hated Name of a Suart, 
and the more deteſted Title of a Monarch, they 
would have endeavour'd to Dethrone him. | 
The early Attempts againſt him in the Nerth 
and Weſt Parts of his Dominions confirm me in 
this Opinion; he then had made no Iafractions 
on the Laws, no Alterations in Church or State, 
all Things remain'd in the Condition his Brother 
had left them; nor could they complain of any 
Hardſhips put on any One, unleſs the Whip- 
ping of that flagitious Wretch Oates could be io 
eſteem'd, whoſe Hide was in no Degree capa- 
ble of making Atonement for the Blood had 
been ſpilt, and the Miſchiefs had been occaſion'd 
by his multifarious Perjuries. 
Before 1 proceed to give an Account of the 
Expeditions of Monmouth and Argile, I muſt 
crave leave to look into the Condition of Af- 
fairs previous and preparative to them, in a 
more'particular Manner, then there was room 
to do in the firſt Part. The later of theſe, 
after the Execution of his Father, had, by the 
Clemency of King Charles II. been reſtored in 
Blood and Eſtate, which favour he very ill re- 
quited ; ſo that in the Year 1681. he had been 
tried for High Treaſon, and Judgment given 
againſt him, yet his Life was intended to be 
ſpared ; and his Confinement after Sentence was 
with as much Liberty as before his Tryal, which 
gave him the opportunity of making bis Eſcape 
R B 3 in 
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in his Daughter's Cloths, and getting, into 
Holland; after which, the King continued his 
Kiadneſs to his Family out of his, Eſtate, which 


he {till return'd with the uſual Gratitude of his 


Party, keeping up a factious Correſpondence 
both here and in Scotland, and entring as far as 
any into the Presbyterian Plot. In which, Plot, 
the Duke of Monmouth being alſo too far enga- 
ged, on the Diſcovery thereof, he thought fit to 
abſcond, and was thereupon put into a Procla- 
mation, amongſt others of the Conſpirators, ſe- 
veral of whom not appearing, were proceeded 
againſt by way of Outlawry ; which drawing 
towards an Iſſue, the Dake wrote two Letters 
to the King to implore his Pardon, confeſſing 
his Guilt as to the deſigned Inſurrection, but 
denying any Knowledge of the Aſſaſſination ; 
which had ſo good an effet upon a tender Fa- 
ther, that he admitted him to his Preſence, 
where with great ſigns of Contrition, the Duke 
acknowledged his Guilt,and gave a greater Light 
into many Parts of the Conſpiracy than could 
otherwiſe have been obtain'd z on which, the King 


graciouſly forgave him, with the additional favour 


of a Promiſe not to.make him an Evidence; and 
theReconcilemeat was ſo managed, that Monmouth 
was to owe it to the Iiterceſſion of the Duke 
of York: Yet no ſooner was his Pardon paſs'd, 
than his old Accomplices flocked about him, 


and arrogantly gave 7 That he had made no 


Confeſſion, but had aſſerted the Innocence of 


ſome that had ſuffer'd; which tending to vili- 


fie the Truth, and bring à Scandal on the pub- 
lie Juſtice, his Majeſty thought fit to put him 
in mind of his late Danger, and demanded of 
him for his own, as well as well as the Nations 

Secu- 


\ 
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Security, ſuch a publick Satisfaction as he had 
juſt before given to his Majeſty in private, which 
he; ſeeming willing to comply, with: All 'thar 
he. was obliged, to do, was to write over and 
ſubſcribe the following. Letter, wherein, tho? = 
his Guilt is very teaderly, expreſs'd , and his 1 
Safety and Credit as much ,conſulred as was | 
coaſiſtent with that of the King and Kingdom, 
yet, we. have an undeniable. Proof of the Truth 
A che Conſpiracy... to |) vp 
3 heard af ſome Reports of me as if I ſhould Via, Ri- 
ve leſſen d the late Plot, and gone - about to Rory of 
Diſeredit th Evidence given againſt thoſe who have > Con- 
died by Fuſbics Y ur f and the Duke know PV 
how ingenuouſly 1 have own'd the late Conſpiracy ; 

and tho I was not conſcious of any Deſion ag ainſt 
your. Majeſty's Life, jet T1 lament the having ſo 

reat 4 Share in the other Part of the ſaid Conſpi- 

racy... Sir, I have taken the liberty to put this in 
Writing for my own Vindication, and 1 beſeech you 
to look forward, and endeavour ta forget the Faults 

You have forgiven me: I will take Care never to 
commit any more againſt you, or come within the 
Danger of being again miſled from my Duty, but 
make it the Buſmeſs of my Life to deſerve the Pardon 
"your Majefty hath granted to Your. dutiful _ > 


Do ſooner was this known, but his pretended 
Friends plied him again, animating him to con- 
' tigue faithful to the Party, by whom, and by the 
- King's Favour, they aſſured him he could not fail 
in a little Time to attain his End, and overbear 
all that ſhould oppoſe him. By theſe and other 


miſchievous laſtigations, they ſoon turn'd his in- 
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conſtant Mind, and defaced his new made Vows 
of Loyalty: Inſomuch, that ſoon after he came 
raſhly to the King, and earneſtly intreated the 
Paper might be return'd to him, 'pretending a 
fear that it might be made uſe of to blaſt his 
Reputation, and perhaps to bring him in as an 
Evidence; and fo vehemently he inſiſted on his 
Requeſt, rhat the King return'd it to him, but 


at the fame time baniſh'd him the Court; and 


having firſt engaged his Promiſe, that he would 


never take up Arms againſt him or his Succeſſor, 


Hiſt. W. z 
Vol. 1. 


fol. 159. 


obliged him to leave the Kingdom. DI 
Vet fo fond a Father was the King, that 
notwithſtanding all the Duke of Menmouth's Miſ- 
carriages, he privately ſapplied him with Mo- 
ney in Holland, and ſometimes wrote to him 
with his own Hand; but hearing of his over- 
kicd Reception there, grew. jealous, that his 
Teſtleſs Temper might occaſion new Troubles, 
and made his Complaint to the Prince of Orange, 
but to little purpoſe, the Prince continued to do 
him publick Honour, and ordered his Troops 
to Salute him when he happen'd to be preſent 
at Reviews. This the King reſented, as he had 
reaſon, and by Mr. Chudleigh, his Miniſter at the 
Hague, forbid it to be done, by his Troops in 
the Dutch Service. Chudleigh communicated the 
Order to the Officers without acquainting the 
Prince, which he took ſo ill, that in a Paſſion 


he threatned Chudley with his Hand lifted up; 


of which that Envoy complain'd to his Maſter, 
who was ſo highly offended at it, that he for- 
bid him to ſee the Prince; and thus Affairs 
ſtood there when that King died. 75 


— 
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But it is to be remembred, that beſides Mon- 


mouth and Argile, there were many others 
both Nations, whoſe Guilt in the late Conſpi- 


racies had obliged for their Safety to fly from 


the Hand of Juſtice; and take Shelter in that 
common Aſylum. Amon 08 theſe, were the 
Lord Gray, Col. Holmes, Rumbold, (the Owner 
of Rye-Houſe) Goodenong h, Neltborp, Tyley, (ſince 
Knighted by King Wilidm)” Major Ayleff, Fer- 

guſon and Lobb, WV ſome other Noncoaforming 
Miniſters,with divers other Engliſh : And of the 
Scotiſh Nation, Sir John Cockran and his Son, 
Sir James Dalrymple, ( ſince Earl of St——);, 
ſome of the Murtherers of the Archbiſhop of 
St. Andrews, and too many others to be here 
| particularly named; theſe were continually flock- 
ing about Menmouth.: and it is eaſie to gueſs, 
this Gang of Outlaws did not read Leſſons of 
Loyalty to him, their Cabals (which were nar- 
rowly watch'd) gave but too much reaſon to 
ſuſpect the contrary. 

One of the firſt Things king James did after 
his Acceſſion to the Throne, was to let the Prince 
of Orange know, how deſirous he was to main- 
tain a perfect Amity with him, and to converſe 
with him rather as a Father, than as an Ally 
and a Neighbour. If common Juſtice, Grati- 
tude for -paſt Favours, Proximity of Blood, or 
the nearer Relation by his incomparable Princeſs 


had been of any Force, the King had reaſon to 


expect a ſuitable Return; but theſe are too fee- 


ble Ties to an ambition Mind, the Prince had 


long in his Imagination graſped the Crown of 
theſe Realms, and it is to be feared, was for 


coming to the Poſſeſſion of it by any way which 


he thought the neareſt. 
| That 
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Vide, That under the Admidiſtration of De Vit, the 
* oo Dutch ſhould make uſe of the Faſtian here in a 
& ſ-q. time of War, when/all Methods are taken to 
diſtreſs an Enemy, and perhaps in Return to a 
like Correſpondence the King held in thoſe 
Conntries, eſpecially in Zealand, for the Ad- 
vancement of his Nephew's Intereſt, (on which 
Account Captain Buat ſuffer d Death there in 
the time of the firſt. Dutch War) may be ex- 
cuſable on their Part; and ſomething may per- 
haps be faid for the Prince, after the tragical 
End of the De Witts, when he came into Power; 
251d. fol. that notwithſtanding his Obligations to his 
20. Uncle, he continued the ſame Practice during 
The Second War with that People, had it ended 
there. B 1 1% f 
15d. fol. But we have ſeen, that after that Peace, the 
35736. ſame Intrigues were carried on to the time of his 
Biden Marriage: After which, when the Court of 
fel. 103. England made him all poſſible Advances of 
Friendſhip, he is ſuppoſed to have been a great 


ſecond bringing in being form'd with a regard to 
- him. And if you will believe his Hiſtorian, he 
* tells à Story, That even about the time of the 
Marriage, the Lord Berkley waiting on the Prince, 

Hat Arlington-Houſe, and his Highneſs asking him 


had been with ſome Parliament-Men, who were 
very warm for the Bill f Excluſion, and whom by 
many Arguments he had endeavour'd to per- 
ſnade againſt it; And why did you /o ? replied 
the Prince; which Words ſtrangely ſurpriſed the 
Lord Berkley ;, who perceiving how ill he made 


| his. Court to the Prince by taking the _— 
: 0 


Spur to the Bill, which was to exclude the Fa- 
ther of his Princeſs, the Regency project at it's, 


the News, his Lordſhip made anſwer, That -he 


| 


|| 


n 


of Yor# Part, turn'd the Converſation upon 2 


more agreeable ſubject; and he ſays further, 
That *tis certain his Preſence gave freſh Spirit 
to the Diſcontents here, and the Kino was rid of 
a great Uneaſineſs when he went for Holland. 

lt is obſeryable, that this was almoſt 18 
Months before the Bill was brought into Parlia- 
ment; for tho* Shafrsbury had brooded over it 
almoſt from the time of his firſt Diſgrace, it 
was the Popiſh, Plot that hatch'd it and gave it 
life. Nom, if this Story be true, it is eaſie to 
imagine with what Views the Prince enter'd on 
his Marriage; whereby, that charming Lady, 
who would have been yalued as an ineftimable 
Bleſſing in the Bed of any other Prince ip Chri- 


ſtendom, wis made a talking Horſe to Ambition, 


the, predominant Paſſion in his Breaſt, and the 
Ends wiſely and honeſtly deſigned by King 
Charles Il. and his Miniftets in making the Match, 


were fruſtrated. Yet the inſcrutable Providence 


of God has ſo ordered, that theſe Nations now 
feel the happy Effects of it, tho* by Methods 


very different from what were then propoſed or 
thought. of. $74: | 


Some Inſtances of the Prince's ſubſchuent Car- 
riage towards King Charles II. we have already 
met with; and now inſtead of embracing the 


proffer'd, Friendſhip of King James, with that 
Siacerity as ought to have been mutual between 


them, Intrigues were on his behalf carried on 
with Monmouth by the Favourite Bentink. Skelton 
who ſucceeded Chudleigh as Envoy there, had a 
ſtrict Eye on all theſe Motions, and by his In- 
formations, the Xing foreſaw that Monmouth 
was likely to create him ſome Trouble; to pre- 


vent which, he endeavoured to get him — 
an 


Vide, 
1 Part 103. 
v. anteſ. 8. 


Hiſt. W. 3. 
Pol. 1. 
| fol. 160. 


Mem. 
Hiſt. of 
England, 
Vol. 3. 
fol. 434. 
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and ſent into England. This could not be done 


without the Knowledge of the Prince of Orange, 
who ſent Bertink to give him Notice of it, ad- 
viſed him to retire to Bruſſels, and ſupplied him 
with Money for that purpoſe, with a further 
Aſſurance, that if he would go to the Cam- 
paign in Hungary, he ſhould be maintain'd at the 
Prince's dart with an Equipage ſuitable to 
his Quality. The Duke hereupon went to Braſ- 
ſels, but ſome Papers found in his Houſe by Skel- 
ton, diſcovered certain Proofs of the Correſpon- 
dence. between him and Bentink, and pave the 
Envoy a Jealouſe that afterwards appear'd to be 
well grounded. _ ; 

Monmouth had not been long at Bruſels, when 


at the Inſtance of the King, (who thought him 


ſtill too near his factious Camerades) the Mar- 
quis de Grana, Governor of the Spaniſh Nether- 
lands, obliged him to depart thoſe Dominions; 


from whence he return'd into Holland, and lay 


incognito there. . n 

How far the Deſign of the Duke's Under- 
taking was advanced when he went to Bruſſels, 
is not well known; but it is certain, his Abſence 
retarded it very little, (the whole time, between 


the Death of King Charles and Argile's embark- 
ing not being full Three Months) bat upon his 


return, the Plot begun to thicken, the Meet- 
ings of the Conſpirators were more frequent, 
and the Preparatives more haſten'd. Some ſay, 
Monmouth himſelf was very averſe to the Enter- 
prize, and give us a Letter of his, but without 
Date or, Addreſs; wherein he raiſes ſeveral 
Difficulties, and gives ſeveral Reaſons againſt it, 
but none of them grounded on the Illegality of 
it, or the Breach of Faith and Honour it 9 

| PF q 
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be attended with. Thoſe were Principles 1 
ſuppoſe his Correſpondent would not have al- 


low'd, therefore it was in vain to urge them. 


The Project however went on, tho' in ſome 
Things they differ'd in their Sentiments. Ar- 
gile, Sir John Cockran, and others, were for ha- 
ving the Monarchy changed into a Republick ; on 
the other hand, Gray, Ferguſon, and that Gang, 
(tho? perhaps without any good Deſign towards 
him) flatter'd his Ambition with all that is at- 
tractive in a Crown; his Eye had been too long 
fixed on that glittering Object not to ſide with 
the later ; yet he ſo well diſſembled with the 
others, that they took him to be as good a 
Commonwealth's Man as the beſt of em. Be- 
ing thus agreed, they came to a Reſolution, 
That Monmouth ſhould make a Deſcent upon the 
Wet of England, where they expected great 
Numbers of the faQtious diſcontented Party to 
joyn him; and that at the ſame time, to make 
a Diverſion, Argile ſhould raiſe a Rebellion in 
Scotland, his Eſtate and Intereſt being very con- 
ſiderable there, and giving *em Hopes of a ſtrong 
Aſſiſtance. | 

The Duke of Monmouth was never eſteem'd 
a profound Politician, which gave him an Ad- 
vantage of being more eaſily believed. This 
has inclined ſome to. think, that not only Ar- 


gile and his Republicans, were deceiv'd by him, 


but that the Prince of Orange himſelf was drawn 


to favour the Enterpriſe, by a Promiſe,- That Orleans, 
Monmouth would ſet him upon the Throne, that He. 
he would only be the Joab to conquer the Land, f- 277. 


and the Prince was then to come and poſſeſs it. 


Others 
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Others are of Opinion, and perhaps more 
juſtly, That the Prince was not the Man im- 
poſed on, but that under all the outſide Appea- 
rance of his Kindneſs to Monmouth, there was 
nothing of real; that helook'd upon him as one 
who ſtood in his Way to the Crown he had fo 
long aimed at, and was willing to be "rid of 
him, but in what manner was not ſo eaſie to be 
reſolved ; Hungary, where he propoſed to have 
ſent him, might have yielded him freſh Harveſts 
of Lawrels, which would have ſtill more en- 
deared him with the People of Exgland, to 
whom upon Occaſion he might have return'd at 
a ſhort warning ; on the other hand, there was 
no truſting a Man of his Levity and Ambition 
on an Enterpriſe which might poſſibly ſucceed 
beyond Expectation; that tho' he was deſpiſed 
by the Leaders of the Faction, who thought to 
uſe him only as a Tool they might lay by at 
Pleaſure ; he knew him to be brave and enter- 
priſing, and infinitely beloved by the common 
People, who are of the greateſt Weight in vio- 
lent Revolutions, when the Flood Gates of their 
Mob Original of Power are ſent open to over- 
whelm the Laws and Government. That there 
is no doubt, but that wary Prince, in an Affair 
of that conſequence, and near concern, weigh'd 
all theſe Matters, that he ſounded the Diſpo- 
ſitions of the more” conſiderable of the Fuꝑi- 
tives; that Gray, tho' he was diſcontented with 
the King, yet on other Accounts had no reaſon 
to be ſatisfied with the Duke; the Reſentments 
of an injured Hvsband are eaſily wrought upon, 


eſpecially when back'd with Promiſes and Hopes 


+ of Advantage; nor was there any Hazard * 
3 | the 


4 


7 


| (15) 
the Part he was to play, which would at the 


ſame time give him an opportunity to make his 


Peace with the Xing, and by a double Perfidy 
might more effectually ſerve the Prince after- 
wards in another manner ; they think Monmouth 
was thus puſh'd on to his Deſtruction, and to 
make all ſure, Argile was to be ſerved in the 
ſame manner by Cockran. | 
Whether by theſe, or on what other Motives 
the Prince of Orange and the States were induced 
to encourage or connive at an Expedition of 
this Nature, contrary to the Faith of publick 
Treaties, and the reciprocal Profeſſions of Friend- 
ſhip lately renew'd between the King and them, 
I ſhall leave to others to conſider ; but that they 


did ſo is certain. Upon the return of Mon- 
mouth, Skelton, who was very vigilant and active Orleans, 


in his Station, and no leſs zealous for his Ma- #iftory, 
ſter's Service, more narrowly watch'd the Pro-. 277. 


ceedings of the Rebels. He had Notice of Ar- —_— 


gile's three Ships, and the Perſons who hired ques de 
them, and gave in a Memorial to the States, de- Angle- 
firing they would give Orders to ſeize them - terre, 
The Port he mentioned was indeed order'd to fl. 288- 
be ſearched, but Notice was privately given to 
the Parties concern'd to make uſe of others; and 
thus Argile got a free Paſſage from Holland, ſet- 
ting Sail for Scotland, May 2. 1685. | 

After this, the Envoy gave in a Liſt of about 
100 of the Names of thoſe Malecontents, in- 
fiſting, they might be ſeiz'd or banifh'd ; but 
the Birds were flown before the Order or War- 
rant could be executed. He alſo gave the Srates 
an Account of the Veſſels hired for the Duke of 
Monmouth, and wrote about the ſame to the Ad- 
miralty of Amſterdam; which Letter Was A 
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in the Carriage, and afterwards triffled with, till 


it was thought the Duke had got clear; after 


which Orders were given to Arreſt the Frigat 
the Dukes Perſon was to be upon: When the 
Officers going to put the Orders in Execution, 
unluckily met with the Ship which had 4ain a 
Week in the Texel, but kindly ſuffer'd her to 
break thro? her Arreſt and ſet Sail for England, 
on Sunday 31ſt of May. What occaſion'd this 
long delay of Monmouth behind Argile I know 
not, but if the Enterpriſe had been deſigned to 
Proſper, this alone had 'been ſufficient to make 
it Miſcarry, Argile being routed within four 
Days after the Duke's landing, and within a 
Fortnight more taken and executed. 

Whilf' theſe Preparations were making in 
Holland, the King had called a Parliament; where 
the good Effects of King Charles his Conduct, 
in the four laſt Years of his Reign, very viſibly 
appear d; they ated with quite a different Spirit 
from that which had poſſeſs'd the three laſt Par- 
liaments. The King at their meeting repeated to 
them the Aſſurances he had before given to the 
Council, but with ſome further Additions, which 
met with equal Returns of Zeal and Affection, 
and conſiderable Supplies given with that Alacri- 
ty, that the King expreſs'd hiniſelf better pleaſed 
with the Manner, than the Matter. 

The Parliament was fitting when theſe De- 


ſcents were made, which the King ſucceſſively 


acquainted them with as they came to his Know- 
ledge : The Duke landed not till Thurſday 11th 
of June, of which the King received Notice the 
13th, by an Expreſs from the Mayor of Lyme ; 
whereupon he ſent a Meſſage to the Commons, 


who immediatly drew up and preſented a very 
| Loyal 


N 


5 


) 


Loyal Addreſs, and reſolved upon an Act to 


Attaint the Duke of Monmouth of High Trea- 
ſon; which Act paſſed both Houſes in two 


Days; and they went on with that Unanimity 


and Diſpatch, that all their Buſineſs being done 
by the 2d of Fuly, and their Preſence being re- 
quiſite in their reſpective Countries, they were 


then Adjourned to the 4th of Auguſt following, | 


with a Deſign of further Adjournments till 
Winter. 

The Declarations of the Two Chiefs of this 
Rebellion plaialy diſcover the Spirit and Temper 
of their Party ; had they been dated four Years 
later, they could not have been fill'd with more 
bitter Invectives againſt the King, nor have laid 
a heavier Load of Scandal upon his Government. 
This has been their conſtant Practice, to ſeek 
Faults, and if they cannot find 'em, to frame 
ſomething to ſerye their Turn. 

But all this would not avail *em ; at that 
time, Duke Lauderdale, and after him the King 
when he was Duke of York, had ſettled Matters 
on ſo good a foot in Scotland, that notwith- 
ſtanding the natural fierceneſs of that People, 
and the number of the Diſaffected there, Argile 
could not get together above 3000 Men, and 
thoſe were of his own Clan and Vaſſalage, with 
which force he was never able to face the Royal 


Army, but was chaſed from Place to Place till 


he was taken. Monmouth's Affairs ſeem'd at 
firſt in a more promiſing Condition, from leſs 
than 100 of all Degrees with which he landed, 
his Forces in four Days time increaſing to 2000 
Foot and 300 Horſe, and ſoon after to above 
6000 ; and it was ſaid, if they had had Arms 
he might eafily have raiſed above double that 
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(18) 
Number. In his Declaration, he ſtiled himſelf, 
Head and Captain General of the Proteſtant Forces 
of this Kingdom; but a Week after his Landing, 
he was at Taunton proclaimed King; beginning 
his mock Sovereignty with three Proclamations, 
one to ſet a Price upon King James's Head, a 
ſecond declaring the Parliament a ſeditious Aſſem- 
bly, and the third to declare the Duke of Albe- 
marle a Rebel. | 115 
— Some ſay he was perſuaded to take the Title 
Alhzes. of King by ſome of his Followers, who told him, 
wel. That the Reaſon. why none of any Figure or 
wood's Quality declared for him was, becauſe he came 
Memoirs, upon a Commonwealth Principle; others tell us, 
fol. 172. That this was look'd upon to be the only Way 
to provide againſt the Ruin of his Friends, that 
in caſe of Misfortune they might be ſhelter'd by 
the Statute of Hen. VII. in favour of thoſe that 
ſhould obey a King de facto. 

157d. 173, Whatever Reaſons he had to do it, when 
Argile and Rumbold heard of it in Scotland, they 
openly charged him with Breach of his Word, 
he having, as they ſaid, promiſed to concur in 
changing the Monarchy into a Republick : Nor 
Orleans, were they the only Perſons concern'd at that 
Hiſt. 280. News; it is ſaid, the Prince of Orange received 
it with much Indignation; and by his manner of 
ſpeaking of the Duke, gave Occaſion to believe 

he alſo had been impoſed upon by him. 
There were at that time three Exgliſ and 
three Scotch Regiments in the Service of the 


1 . States, which on this Occaſion the King thought 


1. 


el. 164. fit to ſend for home: Whereupon, the Prince 
of Orange told Skelron, That Monmouth, tho? a 

Man of mean Parts, had a warlike Genius, and 

was better skill'd in Military Affairs than moſt 

of thoſe, the King had to employ againſt 1 

that 


(19) 


that he would not only ſend the Regiments Orleans, 


but was ready to croſs the Sea in Perſon, and to 
Head the Royal Army againſt the Rebels. Skeltor, 
who look'd upon the Prince as one of thoſe 
great Politicians, whoſe Actions are always lia- 
ble to Suſpicion, could not put a good Conſtru- 
ction on the forwardneſs of his Offer; he there- 
fore ſpeedily gave the King notice of it, and 
how dangerous he thought it would be to ac- 
cept his Aſſiſtance; ſo that when Bentinł arriv'd, 
who was ſent to the King with the ſame Meſ⸗ 
ſage, his Majeſty ordered him to acquaint the 
Prince, That their common Intereſt required 
that he ſhould ſtay in Holland; giving him for- 
ther to underſtand, That he did not take his 
Highneſs's Zeal to be at that time ſeaſonable. 
As it happily fell out, there was no Ocs 
caſion either for him or the Regiments: Mon- 
mouth's Chimerical Reign did not laſt above a 
fortnight before it was determined by his entire 
Defeat at the Battle of Sedgemore; where his 
Foot maintain'd the Fight with great Obſtina- 
cy, but his Horſe, whether through want of Diſ- 
cipline, or by the Treachery of their General 
the Lord Gray, made no Reſiſtance, but as ſoon 
as Colonel Oglethorpe and Sir Francis Compton ad- 
vanced to Charge them, at the Head of ſome 
of the King's Horſe, immediately run away in 
Confuſion. The Duke eſcaped with about 350 
Horſe, but was fo cloſe purſued, that he was 
forced to Shift for himſelf. This decifive Bat- 
tle was fought the 5th of July; and on the 8th 
in the Morning, he was found in à poor Diſ- 
| guiſe, hid in a Ditch and cover'd with Fern; but 
his Behaviour was meaner than his Garb, and 
more unſuitable to his former Character, trem- 
C 2 bling 
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bling and fainting away, ſo that it was difficult 


to keep life in him. When he was a little re- 
cover'd, he wrote a Letter to the King full of 
the moſt ſubmiſſive Expreſſions, abjectly begging 
his Life and the liberty of Speaking to his Ma- 


jeſty, which he was admitted to do; and the 


King was inclined to have ſpared his Life, but 
his wavering Diſpoſition having more than once 
put the Kingdom into Danger, and his Ingra- 
titude to the beſt of Fathers, after repeated 
Forgiveneſs, leaving no room for his Uncle to 
expect better from him; and theſe Reaſons of 
State being, urged by ſome ſincerely, and by 
others to clear a Way for another Intereſt ; his 
Death was reſolved on ; and after Sentence 
paſs'd upon him, by Virtue of his Attainder, he 
was executed on Tower-Hill the 15th of July, 5 
Weeks. after the time of his Landing at Lyme. 
When he was upon the Scaffold, and found that 
his Submiſſions were like to be of no uſe to him, 
forgetting the Remorſe and Repentance he had 
expreſs'd in his Letter, he reaſſumed the Patriot, 


and declared he died a Martyr for the People. 


The Lord Gray, who was taken the Day before 
him, eſcaped better, and obtained a Pardon; 
and Sir John Cockran receiv'd the like Favour in 
Scotland; which ſeem'd to confirm the Suſpicion 
of their Treachery. 
Thus ended theſe Rebellions, which made a 
great Noiſe abroad and raiſed mighty ExpeQa=- 
tions ; but afterwards had the Fate of all unſuc- 
ceſsful Attempts, and were blamed as raſh and 
ill concerted : But had the Duke been more 
ſpeedy in his Embarking, which conſidering the 
Prince of O——e's myſterious Conduct in this 
Affair, might perhaps be retarded by his Manage- 
4 ment; 


*, 
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ment; or afterwards, had he poſſeſs d himſelf 
of Briſtol, as he was adviſed, which they ſay he 
might eaſily haye done, (the Train'd Bands 
there being his Friends and openly drinking his 
Health) he might have furniſh'd himſelf with 
Men, Arms and Money; and thence marched 
into GlouceFerſhire among the Clothiers, where 
many of the beſt Eſtates and Quality waited to 
joyn him; and as it was, if the. Battle had not 
decided the Matter, Mr. Vaughan of Somerſet; 
ſhire would have joined him the next Day with 


1000 Men; and Colonel Danvers and Sir Robert 


Peyton were juſt ready for a Riſing in Efex, 
which would have given Opportunity to their 
London Friends to come to their Aſſiſtance. 
And doubtleſs (oewich Banging the Care th 
Government took to ſecure thoſe who were ſuſ- 
pected) there were others as forward in other 
Places; ſo that God knows what Blood might 


have been ſpilt, and how long theſe unhappy 


Kingdoms might have lain under the terrible 
Calamity of a Ciril War: And had he at laſt 
ſucceeded in his Attempt, there is no queſtion 
but he would ſufficiently have proved his Title, 
and the Legitimacy of his Birth, (tho he gave 
the contrary under his Hand at his Executiag) 
which would have open'd new Scenes of Confu- 
ſion. But perhaps the Politick Heads of the 
Party might hope by playing the ſpurious Bran- 
ches againſt the legal, to make way for the Ere- 
ction of their old darling Idol, a Common» 
wealth, which cannot be purchaſed at too great 
an Expence of Blood and Deſolation. 

Tho? Providence had better Things in Store 
for us yet, the continual Dangers hanging over 
our Heads from the wicked Practiſes and Con- 

C3 tri- 
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trivances of this reſtleſs Faction are not the leſt 
visible: Moſt of them, tho? as fairly proved as 
poſſible, they have the Front to deny; and this, 
which was a Rebellion, if ever there was ſuch a 
fy km World, even according to their 
own Definitions, they are fo far from having 
the Modeſty to be aſhamed of, that it has been 


nc look'd ypon as. meritorious, to have been 

Couzcern d im it; ar 5 

yr NR EETEENNS, tho* by what Law Di- 
i 


and it ſeems to ſtand approved 


ne or Huma 
OO Aa es E 
But — gone further yet, and in Imi- 
tation of their Elder Brothers the Papifts, have 
farnifhd out a new Martyrology of thoſe holy 


ne it can be juſtified, I own my 


Ones who juſtly died for Rebellion and Treaſon ; 
ſo that = can not only turn Religion into 
Rebellion, but ſanctifie Rebellion into Religion, 
and by a daſh of their Pen, change a pernicious 
Crew of Rebels and Tfaytors into a noble Army 
of Saints and, Martyrs. Tis great pity the 
Highwaymen and Houfebreakers cannot do the 
fame Kindqeſs'for their poor Suffering perſecuted 
—_— ap 75 | 
I have indeed ſometimes thought, that in Jef- 
feries his Weſtern Circuit, Juſtice went too far 
before Mercy was remembred, tho' there was 
not above a fourth Part executed of what were 
Convicted; but when I conſider in what man- 
ner ſeveral of thoſe Lives then ſpared were 
afterwards ſpent, as may be inſtanced in their 


late Seribler Turchin, and many others, I can- 


not but think a little more Hemp might have 
heen uſefully imployed on that Occaſion. 


The 


\% 
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The King's Affairs now ſeem'd in the preateſt 
Splendour,and to promiſe a ſettled Felicity ; this 
dangerous Storm thus happily appeas'd, his great- 
eſt apparent Enemies deſtroy'd, the Parliament. 
and the reſt of his Subjects vying in their Loyalty, 
his Revenue ſettled, at Peace with all his Neigh- 
bours, careſs'd by em all, and holding the Ba- 
lance of Europe in his Hand, there was no Pro- 
ſpect, but that he might not only have reign'd 
happy and beloved at home, but have effected 
what he told the Parliament in his ſecond 
Speech, and have carried the Honour of this 
Kingdom higher than it had ever been in the 
Reign of any of any of his Anceſtors. 

It could not, humanly ſpeaking, have been 
otherwiſe, had the King ſtood firm to his own 
Maxim, That the Laws of England were ſufficient 
to make the King as great a Monarch as he could 
wiſh. Had he remembred the fay- 
ing of Gourville, Qun Roy d' Angle- A King of England, 


terre, qui veut eſtre l homme de ſon who will de the MAN 


of his People, is the 


Peuple , eſt le plus grand Roy 41 greateſt King in the 


Monde; mais Sil veut eſtre quelque World, but * will 


choſe d'avantage par Dieu il weſt pe more he is no- 


plus rien. Had he obſerved the dy- thing. 7, Memoirs,f. 33, 


ing Advice of his Brother, (whoſe 
great Parts and Abilities he could not but know 
and value) That he ſhould nut think of introducing 
the Romiſh Religion in England, it being a Thing 
both dangerous and impratticable; which his own 
Obſervation might have confirm'd before he 
made the fatal Experiment, the conſequence 
whereof was dreaded by all the wiſer Roman 
Catholicks, both here and abroad; and Rongquille, 
the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, was ſo free as to tell 
him, That he ſaw ſeveral Prieſts about him = 
C 4 e 
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he knew would importune him to alter the eſtabliſh'd 
Religion in England; but he wifh'd his Majeſt 
would not give Ear to their Advice; for if he did, 
he was afraid his Majeſty would have reaſon to re- 
pent of it, when it was too late: This liberty it 
ſeems the King took ill, and asked, F in Spain 
they did not Adviſe with their Confeſſors? (Tes Sir, 
anſwered Ronquillo) we do, and that's the Reaſon 
our Affairs go ſo ill. | 

But deaf to all theſe ſalutary Counſels, and 


4 blind to his true Intereſt, this 11] adviſed Prince 


15090 


was perſuaded, that now his Enemies were thus 
humbled, and his Parliament in ſo good Hu- 
mour, he had a fair opportunity of exerting his 
Prerogative, and advancing the Intereſt of his 
own Religion. | | 

The Parliament met the oth of November, and 
the King in his Speech told them, That after the 
Storm that ſeem'd to be coming, he was glad to meet 
them again in ſo great Peace and Cm but 
when he reflefted what an inconfiderable Number of 
Men begun the late Rebellion, and how long they 
carried it on without any Oppoſition, he hoped, every 
Body was convinced that the Militia was not fuſfi- 
cient for ſuch Occaſions, and-that nothing but a good 
force of diſciplined Troops was ſufficient to defend 
us from Inſults at home or abroad; therefore he had 
increaſed the Number of Forces to what he had 
done, which he ow'd as well to the Honour as the 
Security of the Nation, whoſe Reputation was ſo in- 
finitely expoſed, by having lain open to that late 
wretched Attempt, After asking a Supply to 
ſupport this Charge, he adds, Let no Man take 
Exception that there are ſome Officers in the Army 
not qualified according to the late Teſts for their 
Employment: The Gentlemen, I muſt tell you, _ 

| | mos 


. 
moſt of them well known to me, and having for- 
merly ſerved me on ſeveral Occaſions, and always 
approved the Loyalty of their Principles by their Pra- 
fices, I think them nom fit to be employ d under me; 
and will deal plainly with you, that after having 
had the Benefit of their Services in ſuch a Time of 
Need and Danger, I will neither expoſe them to 


 Diſgrace, nor my ſelf to the Want of them, if there 
ſhould be another Rebellion to make them neceſſary 
to me. | 


At laſt, he tells them, He was afraid ſome 
might be ſo wicked as to hope that a Difference might 
hapren between him and his Parliament on that Oc- 
caſion; but conſidering the great Advantages had 
in 4 ſhort Time riſes by a good UnderFtanding be- 
tween them, of which nothing can hinder 4 further 
Progreſs but Fears and Jealouſies among our Selues, 
he cannot apprehend any ſuch Misfortune can befal 
bim ; or that any Thing can ſhake them in their 
Steadineſs and Loyalty to him, who by God's Bleſſing 
will ever make all Returns of Kindneſs and Pro- 
tection, and venture his Life in Defence of the true 
Intereſt of the Nation. 

According to the Notions the Whigs pre- 
tend to entertain, and endeavour to infuſe into 
the Minds of the People, one would have ex- 
pected, that this Tory Parliament, which had been 
ſo liberal in their Supplies without any Condi- 
tions annexed, but relying intirely on his Ma- 
jeſty's Word, and had ſhewn themſelves ſo zea- 
lous in their Endeavours to ſuppreſs the late 
Rebellion, would now have gone on in that li- 
beral confiding Humour, according to their paſ- 
five Principles, and have laid their Liberties, 
Laws and Religion, as an unworthy Oblation at 
the Royal Feet of their Soveraign. 

But 


(.26 ) 
But theſe Principles the Whiggs wilfully mi- 
ſtake; this Loyal Houſe of Commons, tho” they 
did not talk of imaginary Original Contracts, 


but knew that the greateſt Part of the Privi- 


ledges of the Engliſh Subjects were derived from 
the Conceſſions of their Kings; yet theſe being 
made without any Clauſes of Revocation, the 
Subject had a Right in them, of which they look'd 


upon themſelves as the Guardians, who could 


make no Surrender of any of them, without be- 
ing guilty of a very great Breach of Truſt; 
nor could they have ſo little concern for the 
Religion they profeſs'd, as to part with any of 
that Barrier which the Laws had provided for 


it's Defence: Their Conduct in this Affair will 


ſoon diſcover the true Patriot from the falſe. 
The Diſpenſing Power and a Standing Army 
were Points of which the Engliſh Parliaments had 
always been very jealous: Theſe were naturally 
brought into Debate by the Heads of the King's 
Speech, and an Apprehenſion of the Uſe which 
might be made of both at that time by a Prince 
of King James's Religion muſt be expected to 
add Warmth to the Arguments which at laſt 
concluded in an Addreſs. Wherein they return 
his Majeſty their moſt humble and hearty Thanks 
for his great Care and Condutt in ſuppreſſing the 
late Rebellion, which threatned the overthrow 
this Government both in Church and State, to the 
Extirpation of the eftabliſh'a Religion, which was 
moſt dear to them, and which his Majeſty had been 
plear'd to give them repeated Aſſurances he would 
always defend and maintain. That they had with 
all Duty and Readineſs taken into Conſideration his 
Maje ſty's gracious Speech; and as to that Part of 


it relating to the Officers in the Army not 7 67 
g E 


K., | 
fied for their Employments according to the Teſt 
AQ, they, out of their bounden Duty, did humbly 
repreſent to his Majeſty, That theſe Officers could 
not by Law be capalye of their Employments, and 
that the Incapacities they brought upon themſelves 
that way, corld not be taken off but by an Act of 
Parliament. Therefore out of that great Duty and 
Reverence they ow'd to his Majefty, who had been 
graciouſly pleas'd to take Notice of the Services of 
thoſe Officers, they were preparing a Bill to indem- 
nify them from the Penalties they had incurr'd : 
And becauſe the continuing them in their Employ- 
ments might be taken to be a Diſpenſing with that 
Law without an Act of Parliament, the Conſequence 
of which was of the greateſt Concern to the Rights 
of all his Maje$ty's Subjects, and to all the Laws 
made for the Security of their Religion; They did 
therefore mo humbly beſeech his Majeſty, that 
he would be graciouſly pleaſed to give ſuch Dire- 
ctions therein, that no Apprehenſions of Jealouſies 
might remain in the Hearts of his Majefty's Loyal 
Subjects. 

Tis ſaid further, That the Houſe of Commons 
were willing to capacitate by an Act of Parlia. 


ment, ſuch a Number of the Roman Catholic 


Officers as the King ſhould give a Liſt of: They 
had alſo voted a Supply of 700,000 /. and had 


eder on Ways and Means for it the Day 


etore the Addreſs was preſented, which was 
the 17th of November. To which the King was 
pleaſed to Anſwer, That he did not expect ſuch 
an Aadreſs from them, for having ſo lately recom- 
mended to their Conſideration the great Advantages 
a good Under ftanding between him and them had 
roduced in a very ſhort time, and given then 


warning of Fears and Jealouſies; that he had = 
on 
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7. 
fon to Hope his Reputation would have ſealed and 
confirmed a good Confidence in them for him, and 
of all that he ſhould ſay to them: But that how- 
ever they ſhould proceed, he would be ſteady in all 
his Premiſes to them, and be juſt to his Word in 


this and all his other Speeches, 


This Anſwer was the next Day read in the 
Houſe with all due Reverence and Reſpet. But 
after a ſhort Pauſe, a Motion was made that a 


Day might be appointed to conſider it; Mr. Cook 


ſeconding the Motion, ſaid, He hoped they 
were Engliſh Aſen and not to be frighted out of 
their Duty by high Words; which the Houſe fo 
far reſented, that they committed him to the 
Tower for his indecent Speech. But ſome further 
Debates ariſing, they adjourn'd till the 19th, 
and then, after ſome Proceedings on the Supply, 
adjourn'd to the 20th, on which Day they were 
prorogued to the 10th of February following, 
but never met again, tho' not Diſſolved, till the 
2d of July 1687. 


In this ſhort Sketch appears the true Image 
of what a Britiſh Parliament ought to be; you 
fiad nothing here of the perſecuting Spirit with 
which the Tories are unjuſtly taxed ER Ad- 
verſaries. But upon the News of Argile's Deſ- 
cent, when they had Provocations ſufficient to 
urge it, and perhaps the public Safety in ſome 
Meaſure required it, a Motion being made for an 
Addreſs, that the Penal Laws might be put in 
Execution againſt the Diſſenters, it was put by, 
and it was reſolved to acquieſce and rely on his 
Majeſties Mord and Declaration to Support the E- 
Fabliſh's Religion, With this generous . 
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dence were all their Proceedings attended ; they 10 
made uſe of no pretended Fears and Jealouſies | 
to detain the Munimenta Belli or Ornamenta Pa- 
cis to force a Compliance to unreaſonable De- 
mands ; they were ſenfible neither Liberty nor p,,, _- 


Property could ſubſiſt where the Rights of the Crown fol. 83. 


were invaded, or the Government brought Low and f 
into Diſreputation, But when they found fome- Wi 
thing aim'd at, which they thought might be 4 


made uſe of to the Prejudice of the Civil and 
Religious Rights of themſelves, and their Fellow- 
Subjects, they ſoon made it appear they were 
no leſs mindful of their Truſt than of their Al- 
legiance, and with equal Freedom and Submiſſion 
remonſtrated the dangerous Conſequences of it; 
nor did the cold Reception they then met with, 
in any degree chill their Zeal for the King's 
Service, or leſſen their Reſpect for his Perſon or 
Authority, the want of which they puniſh'd in 
that Member who ſeem'd to have loſt it. This 
was the Behaviour of that Houſe of Commons ; 
and thus a Majority of the ſame Principles muſt 
always naturally act. 
*Tis poſſible Compaſſion for the Afflicted may 
carry me too great a length: But I confeſs, I 
have thus far a charitable Opinion of the Inten- 
tentions of that vnhappy Prince, I believe he 
did not yet think of Proceeding any further in 
the Advancement of his own Religion, than to 
grant thoſe of that Perſuaſion the free Exerciſe 
of their Worſhip, and reſtore them to a Capa- 
city of holding Employments, that he might be 
at liberty to Uſe and Reward the Services of 
ſuch of them as he thought merited his Favour. 


But 


| - (30) 

1 But if he was drawn from his firſt Reſolu- 
177 | tions, and his Actions in the Courſe of his 
| | Reign afterwards give any Umbrags of further 
i Deſigns in view, it was owing to a Treachery 
117 unparrallel'd by any Inſtance to be met with in 
14 the Records of Time, except that of the Arch- 
Traytor Judas; and in every Circumſtance, one 
excepted, the Villany. of this betray'd Prince's 
perfidious Servant exceeds that of his elder Bro- 
ther, as much as it falls ſhort in that one, the 
the Treaſon of Judas being a ſingle Act ſudden- 
ly thought of and executed, and almoſt as ſoon 
repented of; but the other, was a Courſe of the 
blackeſt Treachery and Ingratitude, continued 
through a Number of Years, and never follow'd 
by any Marks of Penitence, he and his Party 
being utter Strangers to every Thing of that 

Nature. | 
The long Intimacy between the Pr of O- 
74-1. and ſome of the Faction here, has been already 
ſeen, and with what Intent it was carried on is 
not difficult to gueſs ; amongſt others, the Earl 
of Sund-----d entred early into this Commerce, 
and liſted himſelf into that Prince's Service, for 
which no one was better qualified. He was cut 
out by Nature for a Politican, endued with a 
ready penetrating Wit, an extended Forecaſt, 
and a ſedate Spleen ;. he was a cloſe Diſſembler 
of Injuries receiv'd, and a nice Obſerver as well 


neſſes of Princes, (two Qualities proper to gain 
and keep an Aſcendant over them ;) nor was he 
clogg'd with the troubleſome Incumbrances of 
Honour or Conſcience, which might embarraſs 
the free Exerciſe of his natural Qualifications. 


His 


as a ſubtil Flatterer of the Failings and Weak-- 


N 


His firſt Promotion, and the Occaſion of his {bid- 


Diſgrace, we have met with in the firſt Part of 
theſe Papers; after which, he did not like ſome 
other diſcarded Stateſmen of that Party, open- 
ly declare War againſt the Court and ſet the 
Nation in a Blaze; he had ſeen the ill Succeſs 
of that in his Friend and Fellow-Labourer Shafts- 
bury ; but lying quietly a while, and finding the 
Wind blow hard againſt his Party, he veer'd his 
Sails to another Point. He dextrouſly ingra- 
tiates himſelf with the Favourite-Miſtreſs, and 
pretending an Inclination to diſcover the ſecret 
Intrigues of the Faction, was, by her Media- 
tion, received again into thè King's Favour, b 

whom he was reconciled to the Duke of Tork, 


readmitted to his Place in Council, and ſoon u. 168: 


after reſtored to his Office of Secretary, in 
which Station he ſerved both the Brothers, (un- 
doubtedly with equal Fidelity) till about a 
fortnight after this Prorogation, when he was 
made Preſident of the Council, and became prime 


Miniſter of State. 
The Ax which cut of Monmouth's Head had 


made a clear Stage for Sund-----d's Hero, that 
dangerous Rival had intirely poſleſs'd the meaner 
Hearts of the Faction, which might now be 
eafily center'd in the other; ſo that from that 
Action, which ſeem'd to ſecure King James, and 
quiet his Poſſeſſion, may be dated his Ruin. 

But by the Diſcovery made of the Strength of 
the different Parties in the late Rebellion, it was 
viſible, that whilſt the Loyal Sons of the Church 


| of England ſtood firm, the Throne was ſafely 


guarded from the Attacks of all the reſt ; and 
as they were too ſtrong to be ſubdued, their 


conſtant Fidelity to the Crown and Monarchy, 
5 founded 
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founded on their Principles, and confirm'd by a 
remembrance of the Wounds they receiv'd in 
the former Confuſions, (which had left deep 
Scars in moſt of the conſiderable Families of 
them) gave ſmall Hopes of bringing them into 
any traiterous Deſigns ; ſo that another Method 
wasto be taken. 

He had by his Arts gain'd an intire Aſcendant 
over the King, and found out his weak fide; 
who, like moſt Men naturally honeſt, was cre- 
dulous and eaſie to be perſuaded ; but he was 
alſo impatient of. Oppoſition, and zealous even 
to Bigottry in a Religion, as oppoſite to the Hu- 
mour as the Intereſt of his People. 

This was as fit a Diſpoſition as could poſſibly 
be for Sund-----4's Purpoſe ; but as this chief 
Actor was not able to ſuſtain all the Parts of his 
Tragi-Comedy himſelf, his next Care was to 
chuſe ſuch about the King as might be proper 
to receive his Impreffions, and carry on his Plot, 
or rather be carried on by it. The Royal Con- 
ſort had a great Influence over a too uxorious 
Prince, was as great a Bigot as he, and of a 
haughty ambitious Spirit, and was doubtleſs on 
many Occaſions made ſubſervient to the Deſigns 
of this Machiavel; but his chief Engine was 
F. Petre, the King's Confeſlor, a light, conceited, 
proud, daring, ambitious, covetous Prieſt, a great 
dabler in Politics, in which he was always out of 
his Depth. This Man, Sund -d pitch'd on as 
a fit Vehicle to convey his poiſon'd . Counſels to 
the King's Ear; which being always guilded 
with the ſpecious Pretences of advancing the 
King's Prerogative and Religion, the vaia igno- 
rant Eccleſiaſtic fondly adopted as his own; ſo 
that the Contriver ſeem'd only obediently Com- 

| pliant 


Condition 
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pliant in the furtherance of his own Projects, 
and had an excellent Opportunity of clearing 


himſelf of the Odium. e e eee 

Thus muffled with Zeal, and under the Con- 
duct of Fools and Knaves, it is no wonder if the 
King fell into the Pit- his Enemies had dug for 
him ; fo that from this time almoſt every A& 
of his Reign was a Step towards his Ruin. 

To effect which; all Efforts were to be uſed 
to remove the only Supporters of his Crown; F 
the Loyalty of the Church of England was to 14 
be unhinged if poſſible, to clear a Paſſage to | 
the Throne; their Services were to be Re- 
warded with Diſcouragements and Hardſhips, 
that the King might be deprived of them at 
his need; and the Yoak of Government laid 
ſo heavy upon their Necks, as ſhould force 
them at any Rate to endeavour to eaſe their 


The natural Deſire of all Princes to preſerve 
and enlarge their Power, aggravated by the en- 
deavours in the late Reign to curtail the legal 
Prerogatives of the Crown, was improved, to 
open a Breach between the King, and a Parlia- 
ment, which would have refuſed nothing that 
could have been demanded with Reaſon, or 
granted with Safety. The Diſpenſing Power 
had been twice, offer'd at by his Predeceſſor, Vide, 
who finding it in vain, had wiſely receded; but Parr 1. 
this was now to be inſiſted on, Members of Par- al. 28. 
liament were cloſeted on that Subje*t, with moſt 
of whom neither Frowns nor Promiſes could 
prevail to betray their Truſt. But if St. Ste- 
phen's Chapel would not Eccho to the King's 
Voice, Weſtminfer-Hall muſt. There is no doubt 
but the Chancellor, —_— Law was as wa 
| - an 
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and capable of Impreſſion as his Wax, adviſed 
the Legality of it; but ſeveral of the Judges 
were made of tougher Metal, and when they 


were tamper'd with to fet up that Power, 


Sir Thomas Jones, Chief Juſtice of the Common 


| Pleas, (who was the firſt attempted) boggled at 


it, and at laſt plainly told the King, He could 
not do it : Wheretpon, the King, ſaying, He 


would have Twelve Judges of his own Opinion 
Sir Thomas bluntly replied, Twas poſſibly his Ma- 


jefty might find Twelve Judges, but would hardly 


find Twelve Lawyers to be ſo, For which ftub- 
born Honeſty, he and three more were ſoon 
after turn'd out to make room for others of 
more flexible Conſciences; till at length they 
were ſo modell'd, that Eleven of the Twelve 
ſubſcrib'd to an Opinion according to the De- 
fire of the Court, which baſely gave up all the 

Laws at once into the Power of the King. 
The eſtabliſh'd Religion was hereby rendred 
Precarious, as well as the Civil Rights and Li- 
berties of the Subjet ; and to ſhew what Uſe 
was to be made of this Power, the Romiſh Wor- 
ſhip was openly ſet up, Jeſuit Schools and Se- 
minaries were erected in London and other Places, 
Popiſh Biſhops publickly conſecrated, and diſ- 
patch'd under the Title of Vicars Apoſtolical to 
exerciſe their Functions in their reſpective Dio- 
ceſſes, their Paſtoral Letters printed and pub- 
liſh'd with Licence, the regular Clergy appear'd 
in their Habits, and were very diligent ia 
making Proſelytes, of whom a mighty Harveſt 
being expected, (that Labourers might not be 
wanting to get it in) Shoals of Prieſts and 


" Regulars were daily ſent over from beyond Sea. 


It 
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It was foreſeen this would oblige the Clergy 
of the eſtabliſh'd Church to take Care of their 
Flocks, to expoſe the Errors and Corruptions 
of the Papiſts, and endeavour to hinder the In- 
fection from ſpreading in their Congregations : 
But to exaſperate them the more, their Mouths 
were to be ſtop'd; firſt, by an Order directed 
to the Biſhops to diſcharge their Clergy from 


Preaching upon cantroverted Points, for fear of rai- 


ſing Animoſities among the People, (as was pre- 

tended) and afterwards by an illegal Eccleſia- 
ſtical Commiſſion, the firſt Rage of which was 
; vented on that noble Prelate the Biſhop of Len- 
don, on a Pretence of his not having obey'd a 
Letter from the King, ordering him to ſuſpend 
Dr. Sharp, then Rector of St. Giles's in the Fields, 
who now ſo worthily poſſeſſeth the Second Dig- 
nity in that Church, for the Defence of which, 
againſt her Enemies on each ſide, his Zeal hath 
deen always eminently Conſpicuous in the worſt 
of Times; and who then had the Courage to 
vindicate her againſt the Papiſts in his Sermons, 
which was taken for a Contempt of the Order 
about Preachers, and interpreted, as an endea- 
vour to alienate the Minds of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, and by inſinuating Fears and Jealouſies to diſ- 
poſe them to Diſcontent, and lead them into Diſobe- 
dience, Faction and Rebellion. . 

The Biſhop, perceiving what the Court aim'd 
at in the Letter,endeavour'd to divert the Storm, 
which threatned not only him, but the whole 
Church of England, and had written to the Se- 
cretary of State to be communicated to the 
King : That be thought it his Duty to obey his Ma- 
jeſty in whatſoever Commands he laid upon him that 
he could perform with a ſafe Conſcience : But = 

| D 2 | this 
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the he was to proceed according to Law, and as 4 
Judge; and by the Law, no Judge condemns a Man 


before he has knowledge of the Cauſe, and has cited 


the Party: That however he had acquainted Dr. Shar 
wit h his Majeſty's Pleaſure, whom he found ſo ready 


to give all reaſonable Satisfaction, that he made him 


the Bearer of that Letter. : 


With this Letter, the Doctor carried a peti- 
tion to the King in his own Name; humbly re- 


preſenting, That ever ſince his Majeſty was pleaſed 


to notifie his Diſpleaſure againſt him, be had for- 
born the public Exerciſe of his Function; That be 
had always. endeavoured to do the beſt Service he 
could to bis Majeſty, and his late Brother, and had 
not vented any thing in the Pulpit tending to Sthiſm 


or Faction; fo that he could not but apprehend his 


© Sermons had been much repreſented. But if an) Ex- 
preſſions had unwarily ſlip'd from him capable of ſuch 
Conſtruction as might give Cauſe of Offence, as he 
had no ill Intentions, he was ſorry for them; there- 
fore pray d his Majeity would lay afide his Diſplea- 


ſure coneeiv'd againſt him, aud reſtore him to that 


* Favour which the reſt of the Clergy enjoy d. 


But all theſe Submiſſions were to no purpoſe : 


The Commiſſioners cited the Biſhop before 


Septemb, F 


1686, 


them, and after ſome Arbitrary Proceedings, ju- 
dicially Suſpended him, for this pretended Diſ- 
obedience and Contempt; and the like Sentence 
was alſo paſgd on Dr. Sharp, but he was ſoon 


after reſtored to the Exerciſe of his Miaiſtry. 


The Nobility and Gentry muſt next tn a more 


immediate manner be made ſenſible of the Con- 


of thoſe great Men, who were moſt eminent 


ſequences of the Diſpenſing Power. The King 
had declared that Merit ſhould be the only 
Title to his Favour; aud, bad advanced feveral 


for 
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for their Loyalty to the Crown and Affection to 


the Church of England, into the higheſt Truſts ; 


and Employments 5 amongſt which were the two 


worthy Remains of their wiſe and honeſt Fa- 
ther, the Earls of Clarendon and Rocheſter: An 


innate Fidelity to the Crown, and Love to the 
Conſtitution both in Church and State, (not to 


mention the Honour of their Alliance) having 


always kept theſe noble Brothers firm to the 
King's true Intereſt, and made them Zealous in 
every Thing that tended to promote it, obliged 
them now as vigorouſly to oppoſe theſe deſtru- 


Qive Counſels. | 
The latter of theſe had the Treaſurer's Staff, 


and with it deſervedly a great ſhare in the King's - 


Perſonal Affection; but 'Sund-----d, by whom he 
was as much hated as fear'd, was reſolved to 


put him out of the Power of diſappointing the 
villanous Projects then on Foot; the King was 


unwilling to Part with him, and long withſtood. 


the Sollicitations of his Enemies; but every thing 
muſt give way to Holy Church, his Majeſty then 
endeavoured to bring, him over to the Romiſh 
Religion : And the Lord Treaſurer, to ſhew 
that his Perſeverance. did not proceed from Ob- 
cy; or the Prejudice of Education, comply'd 
o far as to hear a Conference between Divines 
on both ſides, in which the Proteſtants had ſa 
much the Advantage, that the King himſelf 
could not forbear, ſaying, He never knew a good 
Cauſe worſe managed, nor a bad one better: And 
the Treaſurer, who had no need of this to con- 
firm him in his Religion, declaring his Reſolu- 
tion never to forſake it, was ſoon after obliged 


to reſign his Office, which was then put into the 44 2 


Hands of 5 Commiſſioners, of which there were 16y6-7. 
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Two 2 — the Lords Bellaſiſe and Dover, and 

the Lord Godolphin, and Two other Proteſtants. 
The Earl of Clarendon, at the King's firſt Di- 
ſtribution of Preferments, was made Lord Privy 
Seal; and in Decemb. 1685. (after the Proroga- 
tion of the Parliament) was ſent over Lieute- 
nant. of Jreland; but by Suxd-----d's Manage- 
ment Tyrconet went Lieutenant-General to model 
the Army for the purpoſe, who in that and every 
Thing elſe eſpouſing the Popsſh Intereſt ; the 
Lord Lieutenant always inviolably firm to the 
Proteſtant Religion, endeavouring to ſtem the 
impetuous Torrent of the Romsſh Faction, was 
made very uneaſie by him, which produced Com- 
plaints on both ſides; and Tyrcenel returning to 
England, the Queen, the Karl of Sund-----d, and 
Father Petre, privately made uſe of all their In- 
tereſt with the King to remove the Earl of Cla- 
rendon, of which the Treaſurer receiving Inti- 
mation both here and from his Brother, he 
twice informed the King of it, who denied that 
he had any ſuch Intentions, and expreſs'd great 
Satisfaction in that Earl's Conduct; but by theſe 
Seducers was ſoon after tempted to diſmiſs him 
alſo, Tyrconnel, a Man the moſt odious to the 
Proteſtants of Ireland that could be pick'd out, 
being raiſed to the Dignity of Lord Lieutenant 
of that Kingdom: And the Privy Seal, (which 
was in Commiſſion during the Earl of Clarendor's 
Abſence) being given to another Papiſt the Lord 
Arundel of Wardour. | ne 
This Lord, with the Lords Powis, Bellaſis, Do- 
ver, and others of that Religion, had ſome time 
before been brought into the Council; yet I 


muſt do them the Juſtice to own, that they were 


tar from approving theſe forward Proceedings a 
e ee and 


, 


” WED Gd -- 
and were ſo ſenſible of their dangerous Conſe® 
quences, that ſame of them deſired the King 
would give them leave to fell their Eſtates, and 


with the French King to provide for 


* 


intercede 
them in his Dominions. 
But if the Perſonal Defects of Princes have 


found their ſervil Imitators, the Aaſ.-Houſe be- 
ing now (inſtead of the Temple of Virtue among 
the Ancients) the only Paſſage to the Temple of 

Honour, it is no wonder if the Luſt of Riches 
and Preferments drew many thither to Sacrifice 
their Conſciences to Avarice or Ambition, and 
either really or in ſhew to embrace the King's 
Religion. This the Prime Miniſter had preten- 
ded to do, to preſerve the ſhare he had in the 
Favour and Confidence of the King and Queen, 
and the Aſcendant his cunning and ſuperiour 
Genius had gained over the Confeſſor; and the 


better to carry on his Intrigue, he counterfeited 


a Zeal which out-run their Bigottry ; which be- 
ing imitated by the reſt of the Hot-heads and 
New-Converts, and thoſe who had the Senſe 
and Courage to ſpeak Reaſon and Truth bcing 
laid aſide, moderate Counſels look'd like want 
want of Affection, ſo that all Things precipi- 
tately tended to the deſigned Confuſion, 

The Admittance of Papiſts to Honours and 
Employments was not confined to the Court and 
Army; Judges, Lord Lieutenants of Counties and 
their Deputy Lieutenants, Sheriffs, Juſtices of the 
Peace, Mayors of Corporations, &c. were made 
without any Qualifications or Recommendations, 
but that of being of a Religioa by which they 
were legally excluded from them. 
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( 40) 5 
But after all, the Papiſts in this Iſland were 
but as a drop of Water in the Thames, and no 
more able to make Oppoſition ſingly to the reſt 


of the Nation, than the Lord Haverſbam's Thumb 


to ſtop the Tide at Graveſend; the lengthning 
their Files had made a greater ſhow, and reu- 
dred them more obnoxious, but had added little 
to their real Strength, therefore the Diſfenters 
were to be called in as Auxiliaries, to lend their 
helping Hands in the great Work. The Bench of 
Juſtices of Middleſex, by Direction from Court, 
deſired the Barl of Craven, their Cuſtos Rotulo- 
rum, humbly to beſeech his Majeſty, that the Pro- 
teſt ant Juſtices might have the ſame Diſpenſation from 
taking the Oaths as he bad been pleaſed to grant to the 
Catholicks ; to which a gracious Anſwer was re- 
turn'd: And ſoon after, the King iſſued his firſt 
Declaration for a general Liberty of Conſcience 
to all Perſons of what Perſuaſion foever, diſpen- 
fing with, and ſuſpending all Laws, Oaths and 


Penalties to the contrary. 


This to the Church-Men ſeem'd as a dange- 
rous Storm likely to prove fatal to their Laws 
and Religion, which made it appear the more 
like a refreſhing Shower to the Diſſenters, who 
were not content to offer np their fulſom Ad- 
dreſſes of Thanks for it to their Jupiter pluvius, 
without inſulting thoſe who juſtly dreaded it's 
Conſequences. The Loyal Church of England, 
which had not only preach'd, but conſtantly 
practiſed Obedience in all Things lawful, was 
now condemn'd as Diſloyal and Diſobedient, be- 
cauſe ſhe could not exceed thoſe Limits; and 
the Diſſenters, who were always Rebels in Spe- 
culation, and in Practice, whenever they had op- 
portunity, were in an inſtant become the only 
. | good 


. 

good Subjects. Thoſe who had ſignalized their 
Zeal for the King's Intereſt: by a Courſe of im- 
portant Services both before and fince his Ac- 
ceſſion to the Crown, were turn'd out of their 
Employments; and the Sticklers for the Exclu- 
ſion Bill, with the Patriots of Taunton and Tiver- 
ton, were now the fitteſt Perſons to be truſted. 
And theſe were ſo charm'd with the Favours 
they enjoy'd, that like Lovers in the beginning 
of an Amour, (if you would believe their Ad- 
dreſſes) Life and Fortune, Laws and Liherties, 
were all too ſmall a Sacrafice, to return; but 
theſe Profeſſions were ſoon found to be too like 
Lovers Vows, only writ in Sand, and obliterated 
by the next Guſt of Wind, or the next Wave of 
Water. Fes 

In the mean time, Loads of Oppreſſion were 
laid heavier on the Church of England, her Nur- 
ſeries of Learning, the Univerſities, were next to 
bear their Part: The Vice-Chancellor of that of 
Cambridge was by the EccleſiaſticalCommiſſioners 


ſuſpended for not breaking his Oath in Obe- My1687. 


dience to a Mandate from the King, by admit- 
ting a Benedictine Monk to the Degree of Maſter 
of Arts, without taking the Oaths appointed- 
But Maudlin College in Oxon was yet more ſe- 
verely handled by this new Inquiſition. On the 


Death of their Preſident, a Mandate was ſent i 11. 


down in the behalf of one Farmer, a Fellow of 
corrupt Manners and looſe Principles, and only 
recommended by his promiſed Compliance to the 
Religion in Vogue. The Fellows therefore hum- 
bly petitioned the King, That Farmer being 4 
Man uncapable of that Charatter by their Founders 
Statutes, his Maje ty would leave them to the Diſ- 
charge of their Duty and Conſciences, or recom- 
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mend. a fitter Perſon. Their Petition was put 


into the Hands of the Earl of Sand-----d, 


where it lay four Days, with a Promiſe of his 


Favour. But at laſt, the Anſwer was, The. 


King muſt be Obey d; which being brought down 


and deliver'd on the laſt Day of the Time 
limited by their Statutes for the Election of a 
Preſident, they were reduced to a Dilemma of 
forfeiting their Conſciences to their Obedience, 


or hazarding the Conſequences of their Diſobe- 
dience by: proceeding to an Election accordin 
to their Oaths aud Statutes, which they choſe 
to do, and elected Dr. Hough, who was accord- 
ingly ſworn and admitted Preſident by the Viſitor 
of the College. | 

The Vice-Preſident and Fellows were here- 
upon cited before the Ecclefiaſtical Commiſ- 
ſioners, (to whom Three new ones were added 
for this turn) the new Preſident was deprived, and 
Two of the Fellows ſuſpended ; the Fellows of 
the College being order'd to ſee the Sentence 


executed and affixed to the College-Gates, which 


they refuſing to do, were again cited to appear 
before the Commiſſioners : But the Court being 


now aſhamed of their Man, the former Man- 


date was withdrawn, and Dr. Parker, Biſhop of 
Oxon, recommended; Wiliam Penn, the Quaker, 
being employ'd ay a fit Perſon to perſuade them 
to a Compliance to what they could not do 
without .a premeditated Perjury. But the new 
Commiſſioners piving them another Viſit, did, 
without the Fellows, inſtall a Proxy for the 
Biſhop; and cauſing the Preſidents Lodgings to 
be broke open, put him into Poſſeſſion ; after 
which, tendring a Paper of Submiſſion to the 


iatruding Preſident to be fign'd by the Fellows, 


(who 


1 


. 


"pt 


raſg'd, the Goſhen 
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(who could not think him daly elected) it was 
Subſcribed only by Mr. Charnock, (who was 
ſince executed) and another; the reſt, being 25 


in Number, refuſing, were 


rom their Fe 


deprived and exyell d 
ips, and made incapable of Eecle- Nov. 16. 


ſiaſtical Preferment. And thus by a Sentence of 
an illegal Court were a Society of learned Pro- 
teftants turn'd out of their Freeholds to make 


room for the Erection of a Popiſh Seminary. 


While the Church of England was thus har- 


from theſe Plagues. 


of the Diſſenters was free 
They lay Basking at their 


Eaſe in the Sun-ſhine of a Court which bad 
thaw d all their rigid Humour, and melted them 
dowa into 'a perfect Compliance with their 


Friends the Papiſts. 


They who formerly were 


Refractory and Diſobedient to the Laws, and 
were for paring the Legal Prerogatives of the 
Crown, as if the Prieſts had tranſubſtantiated 
them alſo, could now carry their Obedience be- 
yond the Laws, and became the Champions of 


of the Diſpenſing Power. 


Harry Cate, after all 


his Packets of Advice from Rome, was now bet- 
ter adviſed, and he and others of them drew 
their Pens in its Defence; yet after all they 
could do Support it, it was thought too weak a 


Foundation to ereQ any durable Schemes on, and 


the preſent Condition of theſe new Allies de- 
pending on the uncertain Period of a Life ad- 


vanced in Years, they could not think them- 
ſelves Secure, till the Fences, the Legiſlature 


had wiſely planted to Defend the National 


Church from all her Ad verſaries, were pull'd 


down, and the Penal Laws and Teſts abrogated 
and aboliſh'd by Parliamentary Authority. This 


they knew the preſent Parliament would never 
| agree 
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July 2: agree to; and therefore it was thought fit that 


it ſhould be diſſolved: - 55 

The Lieutenancies and Commiſſions of the 
Peace were new model'd, and put intirely into 
the Hands of Papiſts and Diſſenters, who uſed 
their joint Endeavours, by Threats, Promiſes, + 
regulating Corporations, and the like, to pro- 
cure ſuch a Houſe of Commons as ſhould do the 
King's Buſineſs, (as they call'd it) and his Ma- 
jeſty himſelf took a Progreſs to the ſame 
purpoſe: But altho* multitudes of Addreſſes 
were procured to flatter the Court, with Pro- 
miſes of electing ſuch Members, the Church- 
Party was found to be of that Weight and Re- 
ſolution that it was in vain to attempt it. This 
enraged the Allies, who vented their impotent 
Malice in pelting the poor Church of England 
with Showers of malicious Pamphlets, reproach- 
ing her with Diſloyalty and Diſobedience to the 
King, and a perſecuting uncharitable Spirit to- 
wards her Neighbours, which were beſt con- 
futed by not being taken Notice of. 

But on the other hand, the Jeſuifs and Prieſts 
peſtering the World with Numbers of Books and 
Pamphlets in the behalf of their Religion, the 
Divines of the Church of England thought them- 
ſelves obliged to obſerve a different Conduct to- 
wards them. Theſe they anſwer'd, not with 
calliag the Pope Whore, or branding him with 
the Mark of the Beaſt in ghe Revelations; but 
with that Clearnefs of Argument, Strength of 
Reaſon, and Depth of Learning, as ſhimefully 
defeated and baffled their Ad ver ſaries, and juſtly 
gain'd the eſteem of the beſt. Pieces of Contro- 
verſie that have been written againſt the Errors 


aud 
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and Superſtitions of the Romiſh Church ſince the 
time of the Reformation. 5 

The Approaches towards Popery were ſtill 
carried on, an Ambaſſador had been ſent to 
Rome, and the Pope's Nuncio had made a pub- 
lick Entry at Windſor : Father Petre, who had 
been for ſome time Clerk of the Cloſet, was by 
Sund-----d's Perſuaſions brought into the Coun- 
cil, againſt the Inclinations both of the King 
and Queen, and contrary to the Statutes of the 


Order of Jeſuits, which were now alſo diſpenſed 


with, and made to ſtoop to the King's right of 
making Uſe of all his ber (which was 
then the Word in vogue) but with a Deſign 
in Truth to haſten the Ruin of that unfortunate 
Prince. | "1 . 

Yer, the Loyalty of the Church of England re- 
main'd unſhaken and firm againſt all the Shocks 
it had met with. The Members of it reſign'd 
their Places with Chearfulneſs when they could 
no longer keep them with Honour ; but retain'd 
their Duty as inviolable to the King, as their re- 
gard to the Conſtitution, and enter'd on no un- 
lawful Meaſures under a Pretence of ſecuring the 
Laws: They waited with Patience the Meeting 
of wParliament; they hoped the King's Eyes 
might be open'd to diſcern his true Intereſt ; but 
at the worſt, if they continued Faithful to 
themſelves, the Laws, and their Religion, their 
Enemies could make no great Progreſs in his 
Life-time, and, the next Heirs were Proteſtants, 
under whom all Things would be again placed 
on & right Foundation. | 


But 
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Bat when it was Whiſper'd about, that the 
Queen was with Child, and the Report more 
loudly publiſ'd by a Proclamation appoiating a 
Thankſgiving for ſo ſignal a Bleffing, as it maſt 
needs fill them with Apprehenſions of a further 
Danger to their Laws and Religion; ſd on the 
other hand, it added a Spirit to the Popiſh Fa- 
Qion, who might conceive Hopes of effecting 
that in a Courſe of Time which one Reign could 
not bring to Perfection, and might think them- 
ſelves more ſecure from being call'd to Account 
for their Actions. & 3 57 | wn 

This alſo ayoq other Conſiderations might 
make the Chief Engineer of Miſchief haſten his 


Works, and proceed with larger Strides; he 


April 27. 
1688. 
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found the Attacks upon particular Men, or 
ſmall Societies, had made but little Impreſſion, 
therefore a general Aſſault muſt be made on the 
whole Body of the Clergy at once. A Second 
Declaration of Indulgence was iſſued, wherein 
the King declares, He Hopes for the Concurrence 
of the next Parliament in that great Work, in pur- 
uance of which he had been forced to male the many 
Changes in Civil and Military Employments. Soon 
after which, an Order of Council was publiſh'd, 


Enjoyning the Declaration to be read at the "uſual 


time of Divine Service in all Churches and Chappels 
throughout England and Wales, and ordering the 
Biſhops to cauſe it to be diſtributed through their 
Dioceſſes to be read accordingly. 

This was trying the utmoſt ſtretch of Obe- 


dience to make them Acceſlaries to a Breach of 


the Laws, by publiſhing what they thought fo be 
Illegal, and which being levelPd at the latereſt 
of themſelves and their Religion, they could 
not either in Reaſon or Conſcience obey; and 


Was 


4Þ\ 
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was putting a Violence upon the Conſciences of 
the King's beſt Subjects, at the ſame time when 
thoſe of all other Men (many of them former- 
ly reputed his Enemies) were freely ſet at Li- 


ty. ge 
On this emergent Occaſion, ſeveral of the 
Biſhops and Clergy met at Lambeth-Houſe ; and 


after having maturely weigh'd the Conſequences - 


on each fide, concluded, they could not obey the 
Order, and reſolved to do their Duty and leave 


the Event to God. But the Biſhops, conſidering 


the general Calamity likely to follow on the re- 
fuſal of their Clergy, and being unwilling to put 
the Difficulty upon them of complying to the 
Prejudice of their Conſciences, or refuſing to 
the Ruin of their Families, did, with a Reſolu- 
tion worthy of their CharaQer, agree to take 
take the Matter upon themſelves, and not to di- 
ſtribute the Declaration. 

The ſame Day they drew up a Petition, ſub- 
ſcribed by Seven of them, in behalf of them- 


ſelves and abſent Brethren, and in the Name of 


the Clergy of their reſpective Dioceſſes, ſhewing, 
That the great Averſeneſs they found in themſelves 
to the diſtributing and publiſhing his Majeſty's late 
Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, proceeded nei- 


ther from any want of Duty or Obedience to his Ma- 


jeſty, nor yet from any want of due Tenderneſs to 
Diſſenters, in relation to whom they were willing to 
come to ſuch a Temper as ſhould be thought fit when 
the Matter ſhould come to be conſidered in Parlia- 
ment and Convocation ;, but among many other Con- 


ſiderations from this eſpecially, becauſe the Declara- 


tion was founded on ſuch a Diſpenſing Power as had 
been often declared Illegal in Parliament, and parti- 
cularly in the Tears 1662, and 1672. and in the be- 
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inning of bis. Majeſty's Reign; and was 4 Matter 
55 * A Mantis 14 1 to the whole 
19 Nation, both in Church and State, that that they 
1 could not in Prudence, Honour or Conſcience, ſo far 
=: make themſelves Parties to it, as the Diſtribution of 
FE it over the Nation, and the ſolemn Publication of it 

in God's Houſe, and in the time of his Divine Ser- 
vice, muſt amount to in common and reaſonable Con- 
fructions. Therefore they did moſt humbly and ear- 
neſtly Beſeech his Majeſty, That he would be gra- 
croufy pleaſed not to inſiſt upon their diſtributing 
and reading the ſaid Declaration. 
This Petition was the ſame Evening deliver'd 
to the King by Six of the Biſhops, introduced 
by the Earl of Sund -d: His Majeſty ſeem'd 
diſpleas'd at it, tho? it was ſo humble in its 
ſelt, and delivered privately in his Cloſet, in 
'the moſt ſubmiſſive Mauner : And the Biſhops 
being afterwards ſummoned before the Council, 
and owning the Petition, were required to give 
Bail to anſwer that High-Miſdemeanor 1a the 

_ Kings-Bench ;, which they refuſing, and inſiſting 
on the Priviledge of their Peerage, a Warrant 
was ſigned for their Commitment, and they 
were ſent. to the Tower; from whence they were 

a few Days after brought to the Xings-Bench Bar, 
and Indicted of a High-Miſdemeanor, For ha- 
ving compoſed and written a falſe malicious, perni- 
cious and ſeditious Libel, under the pretence of 4 
Petition, and publiſhing the ſame in the Preſence of 

/ - e | 

_ There was a great Appearance at the Tryal, 
the Fate of the Clergy of England in a great 
Meaſure depending on that leading Caſe. And 

on this ſolema Occaſion, and in ſo publick a 
Manner, the new aſſumed Diſpenſing Power 


( 49 ) 


was by the Council for the Biſhops, (and eſpes 
cially by One who was then one of the bright- 
eſt Ornaments of the Law, and whoſe Vir- 
tues now add a Luſtre to the Coronet he wears) 
| learnedly and boldly argued and demonſtrated 
to be a Violation of the Laws and Conſtitution 
of the Kingdom. And it is remarkable, That 
Sir William Williams, the Oracle of the Whiggs, 
and Speaker of the two laſt Parliaments of King 
Charles Il. who were ſo full of Fears of Popery 
and Arbitrary Power, when there was no Occa- 
ſion, was now Sollicitor-General, and carried 
the Proſecution as high as poſſible, againſt thoſe 
who made this noble Stand againſt both, in a 
time of ſo great Danger, openly boaſting that 
he had tack'd about, and taught others to "do .o 
too. 

After a long Tryal, theſe reverend Criminals 
were accquitted, the News of which was re- 
ceived with the higheſt Expreſſions of Joy 
throughout the whole Kingdom: Nor could the 


King's Preſence prevent his Army, which was 


then encamp'd on Hounſlow-Heath, from mixing 
their loud Acclamations with the reſt. Nei- 
ther was this the only Mortification he met 
with there; it was propoſed to make a trial of 
their [aclinations, t that they ſhould Subſcribe a 
Writing, to engage themſelves as far as in them 
lay, to endeavour the Repeal of the Penal 
Laws and Teſts; to procure which Subſcription 
the more eaſily, it was to be offer'd to each Re- 
giment ſingly: Agd the Earl of Litchfield's Re- 
giment being on Hof thoſe of which they had 
the greateſt Hopes, the Major was ordered to 

open his Majeſty's Deſire to them, and to Com- 
——_ ſuch as would not comply, to lay _ 
E their 


* 
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their Arms ; which laſt Command (to the King's 
great Surpriſe) was obey'd by almoſt the whole 
Regimeat ; ſo that finding this Endeavour to be' 
vain, it ſtop'd here, and thoſe who had laid down 
their Arms were order'd to take them up 
again. | | 
The Temper of the Sea-Forces had been diſ- 
cover'd on a Celebration of the Maſs on board 
ſome of the King's Ships; which cauſed ſuch an 
Uproar and Mutiny in the Fleet, that the Offi- 


cers had much ado to keep the Prieſts from be- 


ing made a Sacrifice to Neptune. So that had 
the King's Eyes or Ears been open to any Thing 
but thoſe who were leading him on to his Deſtru- 
Qion, theſe Warnings might have been ſufficient 
to have prevented his Fate. | 
While the Biſhops were in the Tower, the 
Hopes of the Roman Catholicks were crown'd 
with the Birth of a preſumptive Succeſſor to the 
Crown: Whether the Pregnancy and Delivery 
of the Queen were real or feign'd is far above 
me to determine ; The Convention, which weat 
2 on an Examination of that Affair, 
aving thought fit to leave it undecided. But 
as it was the Iutereſt of the Papiſts to have a P. of 
Wales, it was certainly thelntereſt of ſome others 
ſoon after to decry him as an Impoſtor, which 


_ , occaſion'd the Depoſitions in Council, whereby 


that Birth ſtands confirm'd with better Atteſta- 
tions than can perhaps be produced in favour of 
moſt other Princes. But be the Truth of that 
Matter as it will, it was attegded with the ſame 
real Conſequences; all the Wreign Princes and 


States paid their Compliments on that Occaſion ; 
amongſt the reſt, Monſieur Zuleſteyn was ſent 
from the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 5 | 

| make 
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make their Congratulations, and the P. of Wales 
was prayed for in their Chapel; (nor is there 
any doubt but they had good latelligence in 
the Engliſh Court, and a right ln formation of the 
Truth of that Affair) the Diſſenters renew'd their 
Addreſſes, and all Men according to their different 
Intereſts and Diſpoſitions, were poſſeſs'd with 
the ſame real Hopes and Apprehenſions. 


The laſt fatal Order upon the Clergy was a Orleans. 
Shaft out of the Quiver of the diſſenting Par- Eil. fol 
ſons, who propoſed it as the likelieſt Way to 299. 


Procure a Parliament to the Huniour of the 
Court; but with a Deſign to improve the Miſ- 
underſtanding between the King and the Church 
of England to their own Advantage, and per- 
haps — without a ſquinting Look towards ſome 
convenient Bene ſices and Preferments, which 
were likely to become vacant on the Suſpenſion 
or Deprivation of the recuſant Incumbents. 
This Fate might have involved almoſt all the 
Clergy of the National Church; for tho' it is 
not to be ſuppoſed, but among fo great a Body 
of Men, there were ſome falſe Brethren, who 
being bliaded by Court Holy-Water thrown in 
their Eyes, could not or would not ſee that the 
Church was even then in any Danger; and 
others, that through Weakneſs or Fear, might 
be bent to a Compliance; yet, the Number of 
thoſe who read the Declaration was very incon- 
ſiderable, and the reſt were to be deliver'd 
over to the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners, who 
had ſuſpended Dr. Hawkins for his refuſal, while 
the Affair of the Biſhops was depending ; and 
afterwards iſſued Orders to the Chancellors, Arch- 
deacons, &c. to return to them the Names of thoje 
E 2 who 
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who had obey'd or diſobey'd his Majefty's Command, 

in order to a ſevere Proſecution of the latter. 

The legal Ramparts of the Eſtabliſh'd Church 

being thus diſmantled and levelPd by the Diſ- 
penſing Power, the Eccleſiaſtical Poſſeſſions at 

the Arbitrary Diſpoſal of an illegal Judicature, 

and the civil Rights and Properties of the Sub- 

ject, in almoſt as precarious a Condition, the 

Aſpect of Affairs was melancholly enough; but 

it was render'd yet more Diſmal by the moſt 
glaring and frightful Colours and Repreſenta- 

tions that could be put upon it by the Emiſſaries 

of our Politician and others who were admitted 

into the Secret: So that the dangerous tottering 
Condition both of the Church and State ſeem'd 

to require a ſpeedy and a ſtrong Support to pre- 
vent their ſuddain Ruin; And what Hercules was 

ſo able to prop the weight of a ſinking Nation 

as the Prince of Orange? 10 

— 2 Since the quelling of Monmouth's Rebellion, 
295, that Prince had all along entertain'd a very 
friendly Correſpondence with the King, omit- 

ting no reſpect due to a Father-in-Law, nor any 
outward Profeſſion of Zeal for his Service: But 
ſuddain Alterations are ſeldom real, he ſtill 
purſued his Chace, tho' in a more covert man- 
ner even from that time. Thus the Buſineſs of 
Hiſt. W. 3. Monſieur Dickvelt here in that Year was not 
701. 1. only to renew the Alliances between England 
fel. 309. and the States, but to keep on foot the old In- 
trigues with the Whiggs, and confer with them 

about the Proſecution of the Grand Affair, which 

it is probable then took the turn we have feen 
purſued by Sund-----4. And one who was as 

deep in the Plot as any Body, has lately in- 

nil. form'd us, That in the Year 1686. and after- 
| wards, 
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wards, the Prince was more than once deſired 


from hence to break with King James; which Vide, 
ſmall Sparks are ſufficient'to diſcover what Fire 2! 


lay all the while latent in the Bowels of the Na- 


tion, and was only hindred from breaking out Sachev. 
ſooner by reaſon the Church-Party was not yet Tha. 


in a fit Temper to catch the Inflammation. 

This unaptneſs owing to the Loyalty of their 
Principles, was increaſed by a mutual Diffidence 
between them and the Prince, who being a Lati- 
tudinarian in Opinion, and a Calviniſt in Profef- 
ſion, and holding ſo ſtrict a Correſpondence 
with thoſe, they had no reaſon to think their 
Friends, his Kindneſs to them was not much to 
be relied on; and on the other hand, the Prince 
was poſſeſs'd by the Whiggs, that the Churchmen 
were not only Favourers of Popery.and Arbitrary 
Power, which might have been Pardonable with 
him, but which was equally true, that they were 
devoted to a Frexch Intereſt, and conſequently 
incompatible with his Deſigns. 

Which Deſigns. of his being yet beyond the 
compaſs of a Poſſibility of ſucceeding without 
their Concurrence, we have ſeen the Methods 
taken to looſen their Duty and Affection to the 
King; and in the latter end of the Year 1687. 
an opportanity was given to the Prince to fix 
their Eyes upon him. The King's earneſt Deſire to 
repeal the Penal Laws and Teſts opening his Ear 
to every Propoſal he thought tending to that end, 
among the reſt it was adviſed to ſound the In- 
clinations of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
the Opinion of the preſumptive Heirs of the 
Crown being likely to be of great Weight, and 
the late complacent Carriage of the Prince with 
his known Axerſion to reſtraint upon Conſcience 

| | E 3 giving 
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giving great Hopes of a Compliance. To this end 


Mr. Fames Stuart, (who had been concern'd with 


FV. Fage!'s 
Letter. 


Abr. 0 
Ba 41 
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Argyle, but was then pardon'd, and ſince knighted 
by King William) was employ'd to write to the 
Penſioner Fagel, who return'd an Anſwer, That 
their Hig hneſſes did approve that the Diſſenters ſhould 
have an entire Liberty of Conſcience for the Exerciſe 
of their Religion, and the Papiſts as much as was 
allow'd in thoſe Provinces, but could not confent 50 
a Repeal of the Laws which had been made for 
the Security of the Religion here eſtabliſhed, 
ſuch a Repeal being a Thing contrary to the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of all Theſſtian States, whether P20- 
teſant oꝛ Papfſt, who admit none to a ſhare in the 
Government, oz to publick Employments, but thoſe 
ho polels the eſfabliſh'd Religlon. | 

The Manna was not more welcom in the 
Deſert then this Letter at that difficult Juncture; 
the Church-Party begun to look upon the Prince 
as their own, and Monſieur Fagel expreſſing how 
earneſtly deſirous their Highneſſes were of a good 
Underſtanding between his Majeſty and his Sub- 
jects, ſome of them innocently ſent a Meſſage 
to the Prince, intreating him to uſe all his late- 


reſt with the Diſſenters to hinder them from run- 


ning into the Declaration for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience; But alas! That had been the way to 
prevent a Revolution, there had been no need 
of that if they would have follow'd the Advice 
of the Marquis of Halliſanx. | 


Lettertoa Let us ( ſays that great Stateſman) be till 


Diſſemer. 


quiet and andivided, firm at the fame time to 
© our Religion, our Loyalty, and our Laws; 
© and fo long as we continue in this Method, it 
© is next to impoſſible, that the odds of Two 
. 228 *. . * f un- 


( $5.) 
* hundred to One ſhould loſe the Bett, except 
© the Church of Rome, which hath been fo long 
© Barren of Miracles, ſhou'd now, in her de- 
6 clining Age, be brought to Bed of One that 
© would out-do the beſt ſhe can brag of in her 
© Legend. os FE 


But a Revolution in England was become of 

abſolute Neceſſity, if not to us, at leaſt, to ſome 
of our Neighbours. The vaſt Scheme of ma- 
king France the Seat of an univerſal Monarchy, 
which had been laid by Cardinal Richlieu, and 
purſued by Mazarine, was ſo ſucceſsfully proſe- 
cuted afterwards, that the Arms of that Coun- 
try had for many Years been the Terrour of 
Europe, and without the Aſſiſtance of England 
there was no reſiſting their Progreſs. Cromwell 
was able to have nip'd the Deſign in the Bud, 
but thro? a Miſtake in Politics help'd to advance 
it. Charles II. was willing to have drawn his 
Sword in the Defence of Flanders, but his Hands 
were tied by the Faction, and he choſe another 
Method as the lefler Evil : And King James, on 
divers Conſiderations, refuſed to enter into any 
Alliance to the Interruption of the Peace theſe 
Parts of Europe enjoy'd in his Reign. 
But the Peace, being by others, and perhaps 
juſtly look'd upon to be precarious, and like to 
continue only till the Heuch had an Inclination 
to break it, they thought an honourable War 
more eligible, at leaſt it was but Prudence to 
enter upon Meaſures for their common Safety in 
Caſe of a Rupture. | 

The Prince of Orange was always at the Head 
of the moſt forward of theſe Counſels: To him 
Eaſe was tedious, and Inactiyity like a State of 

PE OAT RY E 4 Death: 


D 
Death: Bellena was bis Miſtreſs, a Camp bis 
only Scene of Pleaſure,. and the diſmal Confu- 
fion of the Cannons, Roar, the Trumpets Clan- 
BOT, the Rattle of the Drum, and the Groans 
f dying Men, was the moſt grateful Conſort 
to his Ear: But from the Situation of Affairs 
in his Time, he had this peculiar Felicity, That 
the Effects of a reſtleſs Temper, and an un- 
bonnded Ambition, ſeem'd the Reſult of Ne- 
ceſſity more than Choice; and the glorious 
Pretexts of reſtoring the Ballance of Power, 
and the raviſh'd Liberties of oppreſs'd Nations, 
gave a beautiful Varniſh to all his Under- 
ere et ba n 
At his firſt Appearance in the World, and 
under very diſadvantagious Circumſtances, he 
had bravely put a Check to the rapid Courſe of 
the Conqueſts of France, and with wonderful 
Courage and Conſtancy-carried on the War till 
it concluded in the Peace of Nimuegen; after 
which he had been, the chief Inſtrument in form- 
ing the League of Ausbirg for the Defence of the 
Empire; but all the Confederacies that could 
be made were too Light without the Weight 
of England in the Scale, and without her 
Strength an unequal Match for the Power of 
France, then in its moſt flouriſhing Condition, 
abounding in Riches and Plenty, numerous gal- 
lant Troops and experienced Officers, all at the 
abſolute Command of a Prince as well qualified 
tor great Atchievements as ever ſat upon that 
Throne: Waun e CO 
The Empire was a large Body, and ſeem'd ro- 
buſt and nervous, but was very feeble in the 
; pay, the bulky Limbs being ill compacted by 
by a fundamental Error in its Conſtitution. 
EE | ©; : Spain 
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Spain had for almoſt a Century of Years lan- 
guiſt'd under a gradual conſumptive Decay, and 
Holland, tho? healthy and vigorous, yet was un- 
able to defend her ſelf without better Seconds; 
ſo that all the Efforts of the Prince of Orange 


T. Mem. 


were by himſelf rightly compared to thoſe of a fol. 222. 


weak Sculler againſt an Eddy. 

An impatient Senſe of the Difficulties he had 
to ſtruggle with, and an Ambition of making a 
Figure at the Head of a Force ſufficient to curb 
the growing Power of France, and ſnatch the 
Laurels from that Monarch's Brow, ſet a keener 
Edge on his Appetite to the Engliſh Crown, 
which a Concurrence of Circumſtances both 
here and abroad now conſpired to Place upon 
his Head. 

The Death of the Elector of Cologne happen'd 
about the Time of the Birth of the Prince of 
Wales. and the Competition abont a new Ele- 
Aion, with the Umbrage taken at the fortifying 


of Traerbach by the French, ſeem'd necellajily | 


to draw on a War, which' King James having 
refuſed to engage in: The Propoſals of the 
Prince of Orange (alledged to be meant only to 
bring the Engliſh into a Confederacy againſt 
France) were the more readily hearkened to: 
Tt was this which ſet the Roman Court in Op- 
Poſition to. the Church of Rome, made the 
Pope and the Houſe' of Auſtria concur in ſecu- 
ring the Prote ſtant Religion in England, and in- 
duced Sovereign Princes to encourage the Expul- 
ſion of a Brother Soveraign by his own Sub- 


jects. 
Men in pain are apt to looſe their Jelibera- 
tive Faculties, and blindly to follow the Pre- 
ſcriptions of any bold Emperic that gives Aſſu- 


«$44; * 
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rance of Eaſe. In this Diſtemper of the Na- 
tion it was not ſtrange that thoſe who had a 
ſerious Concern for the Welfare of the Conſt i- 
tutiom, which ſeem'd now, if not diſſolved, at 
teaſt in great Danger of Diſſolution, ſhould be 
. preyail'd with to Ghai to a Method of Cure; 

But the depth of the Secret was concealed from 
them, the Stomachs of thele Babes was not able 
to digeſt the ſtrong Doctrines of depoſing Kings, 
ſo they were to be fed with Milk, there was 
no harm meant to the King! God forbid ! But 
ere being no Hopes of preventing the Ruin | 
of. the, Kingdom but by a free Parliament, nor 
any; obtaining that as Affairs then ſtood, the 
Prince was to come and put all Things in Or- 
der; and when the Houſe was Swept clean, he 
it, ſeems was to be ſet by, like a Broom behind 
the Door. rr 1 
Thus were the good Prelates and ſome others 
dran into an Invitation of the Prince of Orange, 
Who finding the Conjuncture favorable to bis 
Heſigns, haſten'd his Preparations with greater |. 
Diligence, which could not be done with that 
Secreſie but the King had ſufficient Notice of 
them, and that they were deſigned againſt him: 
Of this he had repeated Advices from his En- 
voy at the Paget Om Mr. Stelton then at Pars, 
and from the French King. Some of them Sur- 
d----d conceal'd, and others, by his Management 
were but lightly taken Notice of; and when 
Skeltor's Vexation at the Supine neglect here, and 
bis Zeal for his Maſter's Service, had made. him 
Adviſe as the beſt Method to ward the Blow, 
That the French King ſhould threaten to attack 
ift. w the Kates in caſe of any Attempt from thence 
r BRAS Ericnd ne Ally Bing James, (WRICH pat 
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them to a ſtand) the French Memorial was diſ- 
 own'd here for fear of diſobliging the Dutch; 
and the Prime Miniſter procured Stelton to be 
ſent for home, and committed to the Tower, for his 
over Officiouſneſs. In the mean time, the States 
publickly denying any Intention of a War agaiaſt 
the King, who being alſo Poſitively aſſured both 
by Ronquillo the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, and Yar 
Citters, the Dutch Miniſter here, That the De- 
ſign of this Armament was not againſt any Part 
of his Majeſty's Dominions, (with Intimation 
that perbaps France it ſelf had more Reaſon to be 
alarmed) and being deceived by the Prince of 
Oraxge's fair Carriage, and perſvaded that the 
Condition and Strength of his Forces both by 
Sea and Land were more than ſufficient to ſecure 
him from any Invaſion from thence, he too 1o 
neglected thoſe Meaſures he might have taken 
for his Safety and Defence. ppc if. 
Thus was that eaſie Prince betray'd, and thus 
that per fidious Wretch Sunz----4 drew up one 
End of the Saw, while his Underſtrappers pull'd 
down the other, whilſt he adviſed thoſe Methods 
which were uſed to bring the Church of England 
iato Extremities of Trial and Diſrepute, - others 
were 1 747 under hand to animate the Re- 
ſentments of their hard Uſage, whilſt the Paſ- 
ſions of the Subjects were blow'd that they were 
ready to kindle into a Flame; the Prince's Eyes 
were blinded that he might not diſcover the 
Smoke, whilſt ſome Engiges were employ'd to 
debauch the Fleets and Armies; others were to 
adviſe a Reliance on their Fidelity; when ſome 
were diligent to rouze the King's Enemies to 
tis Deſtruction, others were as buſie rocking 
him into a Security; and as ſome were "org 
Yn Ray Weeks tne 
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the Roads for the March of a foreign Army 


into their Native Coantry, others were laying 


Difficulties in his Way, and cutting off all his 
Z DIerenge: _- 72025 Ee 

At length, the Eyes of the deluded Xing were 
open'd; 'and he awaked out of his flattering 
Dreams, he ſaw thrbagh the Perfidie of his 
Prime Miniſter, ' and diſcharged him from his 
Employments; and finding himſelf at the Brink 
of an inevitable Precipice of Deſtruction, offered 


to tread backwards thoſe Steps which had led 


him to it; but this was conſtrued to proceed 
from Weakneſs and Puſillanimity, and only 
an the Terrour of his People into Con- 
It was now too late, the Infection was too far 
ſpread, ſome being moved by Love to their 
Country, others by Diſcontent, and the com- 
mon People frighted out of their Wits with 
terrible Stories of Popiſh Cruelties, French Leagues 
and Invaſions, with conſecrated Knives, Grid- 
irons and Cauldrons, invented to amufe and di- 
frra& them, and altenate their Duty and Aﬀe- 
Aion from their Soveraign ; as to the Whigs 
and Diſſenters, they were fare Cards at ſuch 
a Game, their late oatward Transformation 
had not changed their Nature, bat old 75 
reſumed her Shape at the Sight of a Mouſe ; 
nor could all the Fayours they had received, fo 
far alter their Manners, as to make them either 
Grateful or Loyal; fo that there was an univer- 
ſal Inclination towards. the Enterprize of the 
Prince of Orange, with whom divers of the No- 
bility, who had gone over Sea on ſeveral Pre- 
tences, and many of thofe Outlaws concern'd 
in the former Treaſons having joyu'd — 
al 


( 61) 
and all Things being ready for his Reception 
here, he embarked his Troops, to the Number 
of 4bout 14000, and after ſome toſſing on the 
Sea, landed at Torbay the 5th of November 
1688. | 


Here had been no Complaints made, nor any V+ Perle 
Demands of Satisfaction, as generally is, and %. 


ought to be done before a Recourſe to Arms. 
But when the Prince of Orange was ready to put 
his Foot in the Stirrup, he publiſh'd a Declara- 
tion, Enumerating the Grievances of the Engliſh 
Nation, by the Exerciſe of the Diſpenſing Power, 
the preferring Papiſts to public Truſts, the Eccle- 
| ſiaſtical Commiſſion, the Affair of the Biſhops, 
and other Matters tending to the overthrow of 
Religion, and, the Laws and Liberties of theſe 
Kingdoms, which had been done by the Advice of 
Evil Counſellors, of whom One had openly turn d 
to the Profeſſion of the Romifh Religion, hat the 
ſame evil Counſellors, the better to carry on their 
i Deſigns, had publiſh d that the Queen bad 
brought forth a Son, tho" there were great Suſpi- 
cions that the pretended P. of Wales was not born 
by the Queen; that he and his Conſort having ſo 
great an Intereſt in this Matter, and 4 right to 
the Succeſſion of the Crown, and being ſolicited 2 
many Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and other Sub- 
jects of all Ranks, he thought fit to go over to 
England, with a force ſufficient to defend him 
from the Violence of thoſe evil Counſellors, which 
Expedition was intended for no other Deſwn but to 
have a free and lawful Parliament aſſembled ;, that 
in order to this, the Charters ſhould be reſtored, 
and none to elect or be elected Members but ſuch 
as were legally qualified ; that the Parliament fo 
choſen ſhould Sit, and the Two Houſes concurr in 


preparing 
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eparins ſuch Laws, as 4 free Debate, ſhould 
N and 9 for e 
— executing the Law concerning the Teſt, and 
other Laws, for the Security of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and eftabliſhing a — Agreement between 
the Church of England and Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
and doing all other Things they ſhould find neceſ- 
ſary for the Peace, Honour, and Safety of the Na- 
tion, and to prevent the Danger of ever falling 
again under Arbitrary Power; And to this Par- 
liament was to be referr'd the Enquiry into the 
Birth of the pretended P. of Wales, and all Things 
relating to it, and to the Right of Succeſſion, That 
he wonld concur with whatſoever they ſhould deter- 
mine for the good of the Nation, having nothing 
| before his Eyes, but the Preſervation of the Prote- 

ſtant Religion, and the Security of the Laws and 
Liberties, under a juſt and legal Government: That 
bis foreign Forces ſhould be kept under ſtrict Diſ- 
cipline, and ſent back as ſoon as the State of the 
Nation would admit of it, inviting all good Engliſh 
Men to aſſift him in preventing thoſe Miſeries which 
muſt needs follow upon their being kept under Arbi- 
trary Government and Slavery. 


But about the Date of the Declaration, the 
King having at the Requeſt of the Biſhops re- 
dreſs'd the Greivances complain'd of, omitting 
nothing that could be thought proper to remove 
Jealouſies and quiet Diſcontents, this Declara- 
tion was in a Manner render'd ineffectual; there- 
fore an Addition was thought fit to be made to 
it, wherein is ſet forth: That the late imperfett 
Redreſs proceeded fromFear,and was a plain Confeſſion 
of the Violences of the Government, but nothing was 
laid down but what they might take up again at Plea- 


ſure ; 
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- ſure ; and that there could be no eſſoctual Remedy but 

in 4 free and lawful Parliament. Bugs 
And whereas it was given out that he intended to 

Conquer and Enſlave the Nation, he hoped no Perſon 

could have ſuch hard Thoughts of him, as to imagine, 


that he had any other Deſign than to procure a Set- 


tlement of Religion, and the Liberties and Properties 


of the Subject upon a ſure Foundation ;, and as the 
Forces he had brought were utterly diſproportionate 


to the wicked Deſign of conquering the Nation if he 
were capable of intending it; 'ſo the Numbers of 


thoſe of Quality, Eſtates and Integrity who accom- 
panied or invited him, were ſufficient to cover hins 
from ſuch malicious Inſinuat ions; for it was not to 
be thought they could joyn in a wicked Attempt of 


Conqueſt, to make void their own Titles to their Ho- 


nours and Eftates. 


Altho' the Prince of Orange landed in the moſt 
factious Part of England, the Smart that People 
had lately felt having rendred them more cau- 
tious, the firſt Nine Days gave him ſmall En- 
couragement, which put him into thoſe melan- 
choly Apprehenſions of the Succeſs of his Expe- 
dition, that it was propoſed in a Council of War 
to Reimbark for Holland. But by this time, he 
was joyn'd at Exeter by conſiderable Numbers 
of the Gentlemen of Dor/erſhire and Somerſet- 
ſhire; which Example was ſoon follow'd by 
others of greater Note; the Contagion ſpread 
it's ſelf in the Army, and the Lord Cornbury, 
Lord Colcheſter, and others, with ſuch as would 
follow them, deſerted, and led the Way to the 
Dutch Camp. | 
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This Defection was a great Surprize to the 
Court, inſomuch, That the Troops, Equipage, 
and Artillery, which were moving towards Sa- 
lisbury, where the King intended to encamp, had 
Orders to ſtop their March; but it was after- 
wards thought neceſſary, that his Majeſty ſnould 
haſten his Departure, that if it was poffible, his 


Preſence might confirm thoſe in their Duty who 


begua to Stagper. 

Before he ſet our, he aſſembled ſeveral of the 
Officers who were then in Town, among whom 
were the Duke of Grafton, the Lord Churchill, 
Trelawny, Kirk, and others, acquainting them 
with his Reſolutions of calling 4 Parliament as ſoon 
as the Condition of Affairs would permit, and of 
doing every Thing in his Power to Quiet the Minds 
of bis People, by ſecuring their Religion and Liber- 
ties, generouſly concluding as follows: But if after 


Hiſt. W. 3. all this, any of you is not ſatisfied, let him declare 


Vol. 1. 


himſelf: I am willing to grant Paſſes to ſuch as have 


fol. 350. 4 mind to go to the P. of Orange, and ſpare 


'em the Shame of deſerting their lawful Soveraign. 


Had there been a Spark of Honour in any 
cranny of their Souls, this would have kindled 
it? Nor could they be ſo far Proof againſt it; 
but this frankneſs of his Majeſty drew Proteſta- 
tions from them of their readineſs to die in his 
Service, which were loſt by the Way; for no 
ſooner were they arrived at Salisbury, but they 
follow'd Cornbury's Rout; and one of them, 
whom the King had raiſed to Honour, and loaded 
with Favours, in a more diſtiaguiſhing Manner 
than any other of his Subjects; as if he had an 
Ambition to excel in Ingratitude as much as in 
every Thing elſe, not content with — 
the 


the Army, and baſely deſerting his kind Maſter, 


is ſaid to have laid a Plot to ſeize him, in order Orlean's - 
to make a Preſent of him at Exeter, which #8. fol. 
was prevented by his Majeſty's bleeding at the 3**: 
Noſe as he was going to Warminfer, the moſh _ 


advanc'd Poſt of. his Army, from whence he 
was to have been carried off. TIT 
The Nearneſs of Exeter heightning the Temp- 


tation of thoſe who had a Mind to deſert, his 


Majeſty thought fit to march his Army towards 
London to ſecure the Capital; but he now found 
that he was betray'd by moſt of. the great. Of- 
ficers in his Army, many of thoſe he had the 
| leaſt Reaſon to miſtruſt dropping from him by 
the Way and going to the Prince, it muſt needs 
make a great Diſtraction. among the Forces, 
when no one knew how his Right Hand Man 
ſtood affected, ſo that they begun to diſperſe ; 
and beſides the Defection of the Army, there 
were ſeveral Inſurrections in divers Parts of the 
Kingdom headed by ſeveral Noblemen, who had 
ſecur'd ſuch Poſts as they thought convenient, 
and declar'd openly for the Prince of Orange 
and a free Parliament. ' ET. FO 
The Truth is, they were ſo far engag'd, that 
there was no retreating, there was a Foreign 
Army in the Bowels of the Nation, and to have 
aſſiſted .K. James in repelling thoſe who came 
with fo fair Pretences, had been lending him 
their Hands ia pulling down the Laws and Con- 
ſtitution, of which that Conqueſt would have 
made him abſolute Maſter.: On the other Side 


had there been any equal Balance of Parties, 


they would each have calld in the «Aſſiſtance of 
their Friends, whereby this Country had been made 
the Stage, on which the contending Powers of 

F Europ 
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Europe had diſputed their Qnarrel, and we might 


at this Day have vied with Poland in the happy 


Hiſt. W. z. 
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Nov. 29. 


Enjoyment of our Rights and Liberties. 
As ſoon as the Ring arriv'd at London he ſum- 
mon'd together ſeveral of the Nobility who had 
not yet declar'd by whom it was advis'd as the 
beſt Means to. put a Stop to the growing Evil, 
that a Parliament ſhould he OY calPd, and 
Commiſſioners appointed to Treat of an Ac- 
commodation with the Prince of Orange. 
His Majeſty was not in a Condition to refuſe 
any Propoſal tending to prevent Extremities, a 
Parliament which would freely conſider the In- 
tereſt of the King and Subject, with an impar- 
tial Regard to both, was not likely to be had at 
that Time; and what was calPd a free Parlia- 
miament he had juſt Reaſon to apprehend would 
be niore free with his Concerns than he could 
deſire. However Writs were iſſu'd out for that 
purpoſe, and three Lords were deputed to treat 
with the Prince of Orange about a Suſpenſion of 
Arms, and what elſe might reaſonably tend to 
an Accommodation. | DFE 

His Highneſs muſt have had a very paſſionate 
Love for the People of England, to have been at 


ſo great Expence and Trouble, Only to ſecure 


their Liberties, ghich was all that was hitherto 
own'd, either by him, or any of thoſe who had 
declar'd or acted in favour of his Undertakiag. 


But his Conduct from this Time gave too much 


Reaſon to ſuſpect, that he look'd at ſomething 
further: He did not think fit to unmask himſelf 
ſo far as to refaſe a Treaty, knowing well e- 
nough how to render it fruitleſs, he' therefore 
granted Paſſes to the Commiſſioners who were 


bid. 376, to wait upon him at Ambre:bury on the 6th of 


Decem- 


. 


( 67.) 
December, iaſteadiof which they were afterwards + 
order'd to fend their Propoſals in Writing, 
which was juſtly look'd upon as a Slight, but was 
however complied with; the Subſtance of them 
being, Thatihis Highneſs 22 to refer all Things 


te a Parliament, the King had iſſued Writs for that 
Purpoſe, and was ready to conſent to every Thing 
reaſonable for the Security of thoſe which ſhould 


come to it, and to enter into 4 Treaty for adjuſting 


all Matters neceſſary for the Freedom of Electians 
and the Security" of Sitting; propoſmg, that in the 
mean Time the reſpectiue Armies ſhould remain at 
ſuch a Diſtance from London as might prevent Ap- 
prehenſions that the Parliament might be diſturb'd, 
being deſirous the Meeting ſhould be no longer de- 
lay'd than by the uſual and neceſſary Forms. 

This would not do the Prince's Buſineſs ; a 
Parliament might have bounded the Prerogative, 
but continu'd the King on the Throne under 
ſuch Reſtrictions as might have ſecur'd the Laws 
and Religion of the Kingdom from any future 
Inundation; whereas he wanted the Crown it 
ſelf, and did not like it the worſe for being in- 
veſted with all its Powers: His Highneſs there- 
fore continu'd his March towards London, and 
the Lords were not admitted to deliver their 
Propoſals till the 8th at Hungerford, whereto they 
had an Anſwer the next Day at Littlecot, which, 
tho” not ſo impoſſible to be [complied with as 
ſome late Preliminary Articles-to a Treaty of 
Peace, yet was ſach, as being fent to the King, 
he could not but think unreaſonable, and ha- 
ving alſo receiv'd Advice from one of his Com- 
miſſioners of the Hopeleſneſs of this Negotia- 
tion, and the Danger to which his Perſon might 
be liable in any part of this Kingdom, he 

F 2 | thought 
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/ ferent from what he appear'd, and was ſoon after | 


(68) 
thought fit to give Way to the Rigour of his 
Misfortunes and ſeek a foreign Sanctuary. His firſt 
Care was to provide for the Safety of his Queen 
and Son after which giving out, that be intended 
to return to his Army and fight the Duteh; his 
Life-Guards were order'd to be ready to attend 
him to Uxbridge; but inſtead of going that 
Way, his Majeſty took Water at the Privy- 
Stairs of Whitehall about two in the Morning, 


accompany'd only by Sir Edward Hales and two 


more, without communicating his Defign to any 


other of his greateſt Confidents, and having 


croſs'd the River went by Land to a place near 
Feverſham, where with his ſmall Retinue he em- 
bark'd on a Smack which was to carry him to a 
Frigat that lay waiting at Margate ; but the 
Weather being ſtormy, and the Veſſel wanting 
Ballaſt, while the Seamen were employ'd in 
bringing it in, ſhe was diſcover'd and boarded 
by the Fiſhermen, Sailors and Freebooters there- 
about, who made it their Buſineſs at that Time 
to ſtop ſuch as the Hopes of Plunder tempted 
them to ſuſpe& as Papiſts. Sir Edward Hales 
was well known, and the King having on a black 
Suit and a bob Wig, and being taken for a Prieſt, 
had ſuch vile Indignities put upon him by the 
Raſcality as are not fit to be mention'd, and 
was robb'd of his Money and Jewels, which 
being conſiderable, he was ſuſpected to be dif- 


diſtinguiſh'd thro? hisDiſgaiſe, by one who falling 


at his Feet beg'd his Majeſty would forgive the 


_ neſs of the unruly Mob, and order'd what had 


been taken from him to be reſtor'd ; but the 
King took only the Jewels, giving the Gold 
among 


(69). 


among them; after this the Reſpects due to his 
. Perſon were outwardly paid, but not being ſuf- 
fer'd to make his Eſcape, as he endeavour'd, his 
Majeſty ſent for the Earl of Minchelſea, by 
when he was perſuaded not to leave the King- 

om. 1 A 5 1 * | | 

To prevent, or at leaſt delay the Meeting of 
Parliament in bis Abſence; the Writs not ſent 
out had been burnt, and a Caveatenter'd againſt 
making Uſe of thoſe of which were gone, and 
that the Broad Seal might not be apply'd to the 
like Purpoſes, it was thrown- into the Thames, 
On the other hand, to ſave the Effuſion of Blood, 
the King before he went from Whitehall had left 
a Letter for the Earl of Feverſham, telling him, 
That things being come to that Extremity, he had 
heen ſorc d to ſend a way the Queen and hi Son, 
that they might not fall into the Enemies Hands; 
that he Dar a to do the ſame thing, hoping it 
would pleaſe God out of his infinite Mercy te this 
unhappy Nation, to touch. their Hearts again with 
true Loyalty and Honour : That if he could have re- 
lyd on his Troops he mig ht not have been put to 
the Extremity he wa, in, aud would at leaſt have 
had one Blow for it; but tho” he knew. there were 
many brave Men among them, yet the Earl 
knew likewiſe that both he and ſeveral others told him 
it was no ways adviſable to venture himſelf at their 
Head, or to think of fighting the Prince with ther; 
That now there remain'd only for him to thank the 
Earl and thoſe who had ſtuck te him, and been t+u- 
ly Loyal, hoping they would ſtill retain their Fidelity; 
and tho he did not expect they ſhould expoſe them- 
ſelves by reſiſting 4. Foreign Army and a polſen d Ma- 
tion, yet he hop'd their former. Principles mere jo 


n 
rooted in them, that they would keey themſelves fres 
en Aﬀociations and fuck den ye TOES. — 493 
| This Letter the Bart receiv'd at Unbridge the 
next Morning, and read it aloud to the Troops, 
which drew Tears from moſt of them, and a 
Council of War being thereupon called, it was con- 
eluded, That ſiuce the King did not e æpecʒ they 4 — 
#eſiſt a Foreign Army, his Intention was,that 
mains of the Forces (nom reduc d to abbat 4000 
fhould' be disbanded; which was immediately done, 
and Notice of it ſent to æhe Prince of Orange. 
By the King's retiring; the People being left 
like Sheep without a Shepherd, about thirey of 
the Lords Spiritual and Tempora aſſembled at 
Guildhall, and the Citizens being under ſome Ap- 
prehenſions from the Tower, they ſent for Col. 
Skeltos, whom the King had lately made Lieu- 
tenant of that Fortreſs (where juſt before he had 
been Priſoner) and demanding of him the Keys, 
they were peaceably ſurrenderꝭd, and / deliver'd 
to the Lord Lucas; they alfo ſigh a Declarati- 
on purporting their Intentions to endeavour to pre- 
ferve Peace and Tranquility in this great City and 
Suburbs, and their | Readineſs to promote his High- 
neſs; + penerous Intention, for ot Public Good': 
Which Declaration, with Addreſs and from the City 
and Lieutenaney to compliment the Prince, and n+ 
vite him to London were ſent to him, who was 
vom advanc'd as far. as Henly upon Thames. 
In this Interval Anarchy appear'd in its na- 
tural Form of Confuſion, the Popiſh Chapels 
and the Houſes of Foreign Am baffadors and o- 
ther Roman Catholics were demoliſh'd, burnt. 
and plunder'd; and all the Nation ſet in an Up- 


Per, 13. roar by the ridiculous Alarm of an 15ſþ Army 
drop'd 
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7209) 
drop'd out of the Clouds to cut all their Throats | 
in dne Ng 10 050 1397 097008 + 1990 > 1 
In the midſt of theſe Hurly Burlies arrives | 
the News of the Adventure at Reverſham, which ib. 3903: | 
was variouſly' received ; the Generality were: 
glad of an Opportunity of' convincing his Ma- 
jeſty they had no ill Deſign/againſt his Perſon, 
but the late Advances made to the Prince of 
Orange did ſomething perplex the Lords; how- 
ever after ſome Debates, they not having yet ; 
penetrated into the Depth of his Highneſs's De- | 
ſigns, but honeſtly believing that Expedients 
might yet be found out to heal the Wounds of 
the Nation without taking of its Head; the 
Earl of Feverſham, and three other Peers, well 
affected to his Majeſty, wete ſent with his 
Coaches and Guards to wait on him, and deſire 
his Return to Whitehall; and an Bxpreſt was: 
diſpatch'd to the Prince of Orange, who was then 
arrived at Windſor, to acquaint him that his: 
Majeſty was yet in England, and that he was: a- 
gain expected at his Palace. 
This News ſtartled the Prince, he wanted to f 
be rid of the King rather that Way than any o- 
ther, and therefore could not be well pleas'd 
with the Officiouſneſs either of thoſe who fop'd 
him, or thoſe who invited him back Ta. pre- 
vent his Return he immediately ſends Zuleſterr: 
away with fan Order, in a Seife table 10 his 
Succeſs, to defire the King not tö return nearer 
London than Rocheſter ;, but, this Expreſs miſ- 
 fing his Way, and his Majeſty, tho” with ſome 
Reluctance, having been prevajld. with to re- 
turn by Arguments drawn from an Aſſurance 
of the Affections of great Numbers of his Peo- 
ple of all Degrees, and the vain Hopes of an 
F 4 ami- 


67290 
amicable Compoſure, and the Men df Kent, who 
itiſeems were grown very fond of him, being pre- 
vail'd with to let him go, he ſet forward for 
Ber. 16. London, and leaving Rocheſter on Sunday Morn- 

ing, came thro? the City about four in the At- 
ternoon and went to Whitehall, attended with 
divers of the Nobility and vaſt Crowds of Peo- 

ple who welcom'd him with all the Demonſtra- 

tions of Joy, Loyalty and Affection that could 

have been expreſs'd in the Zenith of his Proſpe - 
innig n 19 OF: Tikes: 

That nothing might be wanting on his part, 

„bid. 391. the Night before he left Rocheſter he diſpatch'd 
| the Earl of Feverſham with a Letter to the 
Prince to invite him to St. James's with what 
Number of Guards and Troops he ſhould think 
convenient, that they might amicably confer to- 

gether about the Means of Redreſſing the Pub- 

lick Grievances, which Letter was deliver'd on 

Sunday Morning at Mindſar; but his Highneſs 

| was ſo far from treating, or deſiring a perſonal 
F | Enterview, that being enrag'd at the King's 
1 Return, in which the Earl had ſo great a Hand, 
this Ambaſſador, contrary to the Law of Na- 
tions, was put under Arreſt upon a Pretence for 
his having disbanding the Army. 


' This the Prince did by the Plentitude of his 


1 own Power, but for Forms ſake the Conſiderati- 
i on of the King's Letter was refer'd to the Peers 
1 about him, by whom it ſeems it was gravely con- 

IK claded, that Whitehall being. crowded with Iriſh 

k Papiſts, Prie ſts and Jeſuits (altho' it was well e- 


nough known they had all before that time been 
A glad to ſcamper to ſave their Lives) his Highneſs 
1 could not be (ie 4 St. James's before his Majeſty 


par remov/d to a reaſonable Diſtance from London 3 


but 
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but in the Paper which the Prince Signed on the 
Mund ay, another Reaſon was given, he therein 
deſiring the Marquiſs of Halifax, the Earl of 
Shrewabury and the Lord Delamere, to tell the King 
That it was thought convenient for the quiet of the 
City, and the Safety of his Majeſties Perſon that be 
ſhould be removed to Ham; thus at any Rate the 
poor King muſt be hurried away, Jeſt his, pre- 
ſence might be any impediment to the towring 
Deſigns of his unnatural Adverſary., , 

While theſe things were in Agitation at 
Winſor, his Majeſty after his Arrival at White- 


hall, emitted an Order of Council for reſtoring 


the publick Tranquility, by, ſuppreſſing Ristous 
and Tumultuous Meetings, which was the laſt 
public Act of his Regal Authority in this King- 
dom; and tho' that very Night he was iaform'd 
of Feverſham's Confinement, yet the next Morn- 
ing he ſeat the Earl of Mulgrave with a Com- 
pliment and further Conceſſions to the Prince of 


Orange, who was by this time come to Sion Dec. 171h. 


Houſe: But what had that Jebn to do with 


Peace, his Guards being advanced as far as Kep- ibid. 392. 


ſington and Chelſea were order'd to quarter 
there that Night; But either the Uneaſineſs of 
the Prince at the Appearance of returning Loy- 
alty in the Metropolis, or ſome other Reaſons 
accelarating his Motions, they had freſh Or- 
ders to march and take Poſſeſſion of all the Poſts 
about White-hall and St. James's by fair means, 
or open Force: And this was to be done before 
the Meſſage ſhould be deliver'd to the King, 
that he ſhould have no great Choice in delibe- 
rating what Courſe to take upon it. 

The Dutch Guards marching accordingly, his 
Majeſty about Nine at Night ſeat for Count 


Solms, 


Oo > 


Sl who commanded them, deſiring the ſmall 
Favour that he might have his own Guard at 
Whitehall only for that Night, which being 
de Fa, his Majeſty was forc'd to ſubmit and 
bid him do his Office: About Ten a Clock 
theſe areigners enter'd St. James's Houſe, and 
toward. Eleven thoſe who were commanded to 
Whitehall moved thither thro' the Park. The 
Lord Craver who was directed by the Prince to 
order the King's Guards to retire from their 
Poſts on the Approach of the Durch Troops, not | 
expecting them till the next Day, had given no | 
Orders to that Purpoſe, and the Egli ſeeming 
unwilling to diflodge, the others advanced. to 
charge Them ; but at laſt the King's Guard's 

we! 8 perſwaded to withdraw. 

Fhe Dutch being thus Poſted at Whitehall, 

hs Three Lords ſeot a Note to the Earl of 
a ddleto That there was a Meſſage to, be deliver'd 

to bis May which was of ſo great Importance, 
N that they who were charged with it, deſired to be imme- 
| 40 admitted, and to know 2 they mig hi find 

bis ' Lordſhip that he mioht introduce them. 

Tt was thea about one aClock,and the diſtreſs'd 

Monarch, over-burden'd with Cares, was retir'd 

to reſt them on his Bed, when the Lords be- 

ing admitted to his Bed-ſide, after a ſhort Apo- 
logy.. for breaking in upon his Repoſe at ſo un- 
ſeaſonable an Hour, they deliver'd the Paper to 
him,which he read ; and told them he would com- 

ply. with it; they then deſiring he would re- 
move ſo Early as to be at Ham by Noon, to 
avoid meeting the Prince in his Way to Londen, 
where he was to come the ſame Day, his Ma- 

jeſty readily agreed to this alſo, asking whether 

he {Might not appoint” what Servants ſhould _ 
ren 
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he: him; which the 9 ok LL was left to his 
Majeſty's Fleafute; an their Leaves: i | 
The King being now 1 riſoner in ien 
Houſe, and Steßeeckag 6n the ſaying of Naa 
al Fatber, that the Gltauce was but fmall be⸗ 
teen the Priſons and + Groves of 19 15 
Which was too fatally ver ed; in that Cafe) re- 
d bis Thopghts of eſcaping and ſending fot 
the Lords again, when they were gone as.far as 
the Privy Cha imber ; told, them, that _ 
found the Prince had no Mind he 
Eondon, he deſit'd be might rather r th 1 68 oſs 
cheſter than zo to an l el which bein 
commumicated to the Prince, e gueſſing 
Kings Deſign of leaving tlie Kann, ordered un- 
tint to write à Letter agreeable: to his Maje e 
Propoſal, Which came to W before Rig 
4 Clock in the Morni 5 
His Majeſty was defi 705 of ſome of — 
Guards to attend him, and one of his 


Coaches to convey him to Rocheſter, oy 24.08 fon 


could nor Travel by Water in ſo cold eg 10. 
Seaſon againſt Wind and Tide, without great 
adangering his Health. But, as if Corinne 
umanity was fled with Juſtice and Loyal 
the King attended only by the Earls of. 4 2 
bury, Litchfield, Arran and Dumbarton, and about ,.. 
Six of his 'own 'Yeomen, after having taken 7 


leave ot the Lords and others then preſent, . 393. 


moſt of whom were melted into Tears, at 
that moving Scene, was forc d about Noon to take 
Barge under a Dutch Guard, and did not reach 
Grieve ſod till Nine at Night. From whence the 
next Morning he was Guarded by ſome Troops 
of Dutch Horſe to RogheFer, 


11 Te 


Dec, 18th, 


Great- 
Britain's 


juſt Com- 


9+. IO, 


Plains. fo. 
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, _- :Thbe: Prince of Orange came to 4ondon at his 
4 ibid. 394. appointed Time; after which, tho King Fames 


remain d in England, his Reign ſeems to have re- 
ceivd its figal Period the Earl of Middleton, 
Secretary of Scate, ſurrender'd the Seals, and the 
Lords of White-Staves and others, laid down 
the Badges of their Authority. The Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal met, to conſider of 
Methods to purſue the Ends of the Prince's De- 
claration, and moſt of them enter'd into the. 
Aſſociation, which had been ſubſcribed at Exeter. 
As to the Commons, the Members of the late 
Parliament, who had too Eminently ſhown their 
Loyalty to the King and Fidelity to their Coun- 
try, were not taken Notice of; but thoſe of 155 
three excluding, Parliaments, as much fitter for 


. 


th porpols, were to be conſulted. © _ + 
I 


1 
. 


s Manner of proceeding, ſtill , more un- 


folded the Plot and gave the King a more per- 
feck View of the deſperate Condition of his- 


fairs, yet, he was, very unwilling, to leave 
the Kingdom, if he could remain in it with any 
Manner of Safety; hoping by his Preſence and 
his readineſs to grant every thing that was Rea- 
ſogable, his Seduced People might be reclaim'd 
to their Obedience. And as to this Ead, when 
he. was laſt at Whitehall he had ſent a Meſ- 
ſage to Sir Thomas Stamp and to Sir. Simon Lewis, 
two Aldermen of the City, deſiring them to ac- 
vaint their Brethren and others ot the Common 
acil; That he was reſolv'd to put himſelf 
into the Hands of the City; there to remain 
till by a free Parliament he had given all Satiſ- 
faction to his People, by ſecuring their Religion, 
Liberties, and Properties, hoping that in the 
Mean Time, they would take Care to _— 
and 
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o 
and ſecure his Perſon, which Meſſage being com- 
municated, as was deſir'd, it was by the Intereſt 
of Sir Robert Clayton rejected, and the Security 
of his Perſon would not be aſſur'd to him. So 
now from Rocheſter he ſent a Meſſage to the Bi- 
ſhop of Wrinchefter to be communicated to the 
reſt of his Order, that he reſolv'd to come 
either publicly or privately, and put himſelf into 
the hands of the Biſhops, to be under their Pro- 
tection till he had fully Settled and Secured every 
thing in a free Parliament, which Meſſage be- 
ing imparted,” met with no better Succeſs ; their 
return being, that they could not receive him, 
either publicly or privately under their protection, 
for in that Caſe they ſhould be reſponſable for 
his Safety, and they were not in a Condition'to 
Scare him! ! th ae ir nh | wy 
After ſo many warnings confirm'd by the un- 
accountable Carriage of the Prince, and-after ſo 
many fruitlefs Applications only to be ſecured as 
to his perſon, until he bad given Satisfaction to 
his People, he could hardly be blamed for with- 
drawing and thereby indeavouring to put him- -:. -, | 
ſelf in Safety; ſo that being negligently guarded 
he made his Eſcape on the 23d of December a- 
bout 2 or 3 in the Morning, and getting on board 
a Frigat, commanded by Captain Macdonald, 
who before had waited for him at Margate, he 
put to Sea, and with a favourable Wind ſafely 
arrived in France, leaving a Letter behind him i. u 3 
containing the reaſons of his withdrawing, and vol. 1. fot 
another to the Earl of Middleton, deſiring that 396. 
the Dutch Guards which had attended him ſhould 
be gratified, every Captain with 100 Guineas, 4 
every Lieutenant and Enſign with 50, and the reſt 
: | * | 
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Fan, 22. 


(8 
in proportion, allhis Mñfortunes nat being able 
to make him forget his natural Generofity., 
IThe King by thus quitting the Kingdom eaſed 
his Enemies of à great deal of trouble, with 
which their Affairs muſt have been xmbarraſſed 
by .the preſence of his Perſon ; nor, tould the 
Prince otherwiſe perhaps have arrived at his 
point without taking violent. Courſes, the mildeſt 
of which would have caſt ſo deep a Stain on his 
Name and Honour as the Cron cagld never 
have wiped out; but undoubtedly he had viewed 
his Scheme on all ſides, and whatever it had coſt 
would. have gone thro* Stich, ſo that the Kings 
care for his own ſafety, could- not be thought 
altogether unneceſlary, howeyer it was after - 

Ward. called an Abdication. 

hus far there had been an bel e 
and Agreement Whigs and Tories, Church-men 
and Diſſenters, had joy ned hands in reſcuing the 
Las and Liberties, of their Country, but the 
Prince taking the Government upon him, and 
ſending out Letters to ſummon the Convention, 
when they met there were in both | Houſes very 
different Sentiments about: the Methods of their 
future Security, divers of thoſe; who had not 
foreſeen the Ead when they joy n' d in the Means, 
were ſtartled at the unexpected Aſſertion of the 
Vacancy. of the Throne; bat there was no going 
back; a, Revolution was now Ccertaialy become ne- 
ceſſary, the King was gone, the Prince was poſ- 


ſeſs'd of bis Power, tho' not yet of his Title, 


had a farraign Army at his Devotion, and a 
ſtrong Party, whoſe Nature and Principles in- 
clined them from the Firſt to proceed to extre- 


mities: Theſe by their long correſpondence were 


too well acquainted with the Prince to talk of a 
Republic 


* 
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a (79% . | 
Republic ;, but they thought the Reducing an He- 
| reditary to an Elective Crown, was a good 
| — towards it, for when that is once at the diſ- 
poſal of the People; why may they not at a fair 
Opportunity keep it to themſelves? _ -; .. 
A vacancy of the Throne and an Elective 
Monarchy which are indeed co-incident, | were 
Things till then utterly unknown to all our Laws, 
to which Abdication both in the Name and Thing 
was no leſs a Stranger, the Word in the Civil 
Laws, ſignified a voluntary Deſertion, and that 
of King James not clearly appearing to be ſo, 
1 it was not thought a Foundation Sufficient to 
| ſupport a new Government; therefore Miſma- 
nagements were brought in to ſtrengthen it, and 
an accumulating Vote after ſeveral Debates was 
Carried by a Majority in the Houſe of Commons, 
as follows. 8. 

Reſolved, That King James the Second, having Fan. 28. 
endeavoured to ſubvert the Conſtitution of the King- 
dom by breaking the Original Contract between King 
and People, and by the Advice of Jeſuit's and 
other wicked Perſons, haveing .violated the Funda- 
mental Laws and withdrawn himſelf out of the 
Kingdom, has Abdicated the Government, - and 
that the Throne i thereby vacant ; To which Vote 
after a long Conference the Lords at laſt con- 
curred. | 
When Laws are making and before they have 
| received the Sanction of Laws, the Reaſon or un- 
( 3 reaſonableneſs, Utility or Prejudice, of them may 
be freely diſputed, but after that they are to be 
obey'd, and this Vote being afterwards coafirm'd 
by the Legiſlature, and made the Baſis of the 
Revolution,to which, as it is now eſtabliſh'd, I hearti- 

ly Submit, 1 ſhall not queſtion but thoſe who BAYE 3 

| their | 
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Engliſh and their Liberties, and ſo great an In- ' 


(80) 
their Aſfirmitave to it had diligently peruſed the 
Original Contract and nicely ex amin'd everyClauſe 
and Covenant in it, whatever is become of it 
ſince, and that they went upon as goed Grou nds 
in the other Parts of their Reſolve. | 


This Step thus got over, and the Throne de- | 
dclared Vacant, it was not difficult to gueſs how 


it muſt be filPd ; ſo that all that could be done 
was to endeavour to make ſome future proviſion 


againſt Arbitrary Power, which when the Con- 


vention was deliberating upon, the Prince ſent 
my Lord Wharton to ſeveral of the Lords, and 
Mr. Cooling to Sir Edward Seymour, Mr. Hambden, 
and other Commoners to let them know, that 
if they inſiſted ſo much on limitations, he would 
return home and leave them to the Mercy of 
K. James; ſo tender a Regard had he to the 


clination to put them out of the Danger of 
Arbitrary Power. | 

This terrible Menace in that Time of appre- 
henfions mig ht probably ſhorten]! the Declaration 


of Rights, which being ſettled, it was by both 


Houſes Reſolved, That the Prince and Princeſs 
of Orange ſhould be and be declared King and 
Queen, &s6. to hold the Crown during their Lives, 
and the Life of the Survivor of them, the Exerciſe 
of the Regal Power to be only in the Prince in the 
Name of both during their Lives, and after their 
Deceaſe the Crown and Dignity to be to the Heirs 


of the Body of the ſaid Princeſs, and for default 
of ſuch Iſſue to the Prince ſa Ann of Denmark, and | 


the heirs of her Body, and for default of ſuch Iſſue 
to the Heirs of the Body of the Prince of Orange. 
And the Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy being 
abrogated; and new Forms Subſtituted in e 

place 


n | 
Place, the Prince, and Princeſs of Orange were 
Proclaimed King and Queen, the 13th of Fe- 
bruary 1688. | 


| If there be any Felicity in the Poſſefſion of 
a Crown ſo Thorny, as that of theſe Ring- 
doms has been to many of thoſe who have 
worn it, Her preſent Majeſty was a Sufferer, 
by having Her Right of immediate Succeſſion 
after her Siſter poſtponed by this Settlement, 
by which the Nation was for above Seven Years 
depriv'd of the Bleſſings of Her Reign; but 
this was no Time to Diſpute that Point with 


one of the Prince of Orange's Conſtitution, and 


the Faction could not but be pleaſed with any 
Thing that look'd like a Breach upon the Suc- 
ceſſion ; But if according to their Notions, She 
had no previous Right to the Crown, but holds 
it meerly as the gracious Donative of the Peo- 
ple, they might as well, upon further Conſide- 
ration, have paſs'd a total Excluſion againſt 
Her, (as ſome of them were afterwards inclin- 
able enough to have done) and Her Majeſty 


it ſeems could not juſtly have complain'd at 


the Diſpoſal of what was their own, according 
to their good Pleaſure. - 


Thus was this amazing Revolution accom- 


pliſh'd, ia which,to the Glory of the Fabricators 
it muſt be allow'd, that the whole Machine 
was ſo exquiſitely contriv'd, and the Parts ſo 
duly adjuſted, that when it was ſet together and 
put in Motion, it went on with little exterior 
Aſſiſtance, in that Order and Regularity, that 
many of thoſe who were mov'd by it, knew not 
they were leaving their old Government, till 


they were quietly ſeated under a new one; and 
G then 
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then awaking, ont of their Lethargy, wonder'd 
to find themſelves in a ſtrange Place, which 
made about Thirty ſeven Lords Spiritual and, 
Tempora“ enter their Diſſents againſt theſe Pro- 
ceedings, and ſeveral of the Lower Houſe left 
their Seats; yet it was ſtill thought, by the ge- 
nerality of the People, that the Prince of Oo 
never dream'd of the Engliſh Crown, till it was 
preſented to him, as the Ackgowledgment of. 
4 grateful People for their Deliverance.  _ 


But tho? the ultimate Deſign was then car- 

ried ſo privately, tho? a great Part of what is 
contain'd in theſe Sheets was then a Secret, tho” 
a certain brawny Clergyman, now of the higher - 
Order, had not then informed the World 
how long it was before the Princeſs of Orange 
could be prevail'd on to give her Paſſive Con- 
ſent to the Dethroning her Father ; nor was it 
then known what Employments were diſpoſed 
of in Holland; yet the common News-writers 
there ſpoke plainly enough, even at that time, 
of which I ſhall give two Inſtances out of the 
General Hiſtory of Europe, then Monthly pub- 
liſh'd in French at the Hague with Allowance. 


In his Reflections on the Advices from 
Fholland, Novemb. 1688. he faith thus 
© The Expence that has been beſtow'd on the 
Fleet and Army ſet out from Holland, is a 
* Sign they are morally aſſur'd of the Succeſs of 
the Enterpriſe, which I am apt to think bas 
© been a long time in Agitation; tho” it was car- 
* ried with that Prudence and Secrecy, as not - 
to be diſcover*d till it could be no longer con- 
. cealed. | ; 

| But 


TS 


(83) 
But in his Reflections cn the Advices from Ex- 
land, Dec. 16 88. he tells us more plainly what this 
Enter prize was which was ſo long in Agitation. 
As ſoon (ſays be) as the Enterpriſe of the P. of 
Orange was diſcourſed of, all Men imagin'd that 
© he was ſure of the greateſt Part of the No- 
bility of England. Some put the Queſtion, 
Whether he will Dethrone his Father-in-Law ? Or, 
Whether he will be Content with the Honour 
of having ſaved the Proteſtant Religion, and 
the Liberties of the Engliſh Natior. For 
my Part, I believe an Accommodation will be 
a difficult Thing I make no Queſtion, 
but in the next Parliament, King James will be 
* declar'd to have Forfeited his Crown. 


GG „ a 6G a a > 6 


This it ſeems was all along the Deſign a- 
gainſt which the known Maxim in our Law, 
That the King can do no Wrong, wiſely Mtabliſh'd 
to Fence the Sacred Perſons of our Monarchs, 
proved too weak a Defence; and altbo' all the 
Grievances complain'd of in the P. of O's 
Declaration were therein juſtly charged on the 
Evil Counſellors, yet they all went free, and 
only the King muſt ſuffer. The Prime Mini- 
ſter of Darkneſs pretended to fly, (as ſome 
others did who had more Reaſan to apprehend 
the Reſentments of the growing Power) and 
getting into Holland, was apprehended at Rot- 
terdam. But the Day before K. William and his 
Queen were Proclaimed, as ſoon as the Houſes 
were come to a Reſolution, the new King 
wrote a Letter to the States, to notifie his Ad- 
vancement to the Crown; and to ſhew he was 
dot unmindful of good Services, by the ſame 
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Expreſs, ſent an Order for the Enlargement of 
the E. of 4, yet pridently ſo far, can- 
ceaPd his Affection to him, chat in the AR of 
Iademnity which did not paſs till 15 Months 
afterwards, the Earl was due of thoſe excepted, 
notwithſtanding which Exception, he was more 
truſted by the King than any other Perſon, bat, 
without any public Character or Employment 

till the Year 1697. when he was preferr'd to 

the Office of Chamberlain of the Houſhold; 
which being mach difreliſh'd by all Parties, he, | 
reſign'd that Office to the Earl of Dorſet for Ka 
Sum of Money, and without any. further Pu- 
niſhment in this World went quierly to. his 
Grave. ; E 

And now being arrived at this remarkable 

Eta of the Revolution, | ſhall here cloſe this 
Secoad Part of theſe Papers, intending, if it 

meets with Acceptance, and Heaven ſhall lend 

me Life and agar; to preſent the World 

in a ſhort time with a Third Part, wherein 1 

ſhall endeavour to give ſome Account of the 
Self-Denial and Moderation, Loyalty and Hone- 

ſty, by which this precious Party have fince emi- 
nently diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, and more eſpe- 
cially in the Reign of our preſent moſt excellent 
Queen, whom God long Preſerve. 1 
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